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1. an overview 

 
                                                      Thessaloniki view CC BY-SA 3.0  Wikipedia, SkarmoutsosV  

 
 

 

Urban Transcripts 

Urban Transcripts was born of a desire to create a new tool through which to explore the city as a 
complex phenomenon in a participatory and cross-disciplinary way. It was initiated in 2010 as an annual 
programme of events such as exhibitions, conferences, and workshops, focused on, and hosted in, a 
different city every year. In 2013, Urban Transcripts shifted its activity from an annual event to a 
multitude of projects on the city. Currently, our work encompasses: 

- Design: architecture and urban design projects and studies. 
- Research: research on the city’s spatial and socioeconomic space. 
- Events: exhibition, conferences, public events and workshops. 
 
Our collaborators are based in different countries in Europe and beyond, coming from professional 
practice, academia, research, and the creative industry. Within this international network, our projects 
are run by different per-project teams tailored to the specific needs of each project and its context; they 
are supported by a core team of directors and associates. 

Mission 

Our central mission is the advancement and production of work that betters the city, improves the built 
environment, enhances the quality of life in it, and furthers the understanding of the city as a complex 
phenomenon. We aim to employ a synergy of disciplines and media to achieve it, as well as a corporate 
and working structure that advances a global-local network operation, bottom-up innovation, and public 
participation. 

Service to the city 

Our service to the city aims at the production of projects which respond to the urban challenges of the 
future, with a focus on achieving socio-economic sustainability through spatial design; they bring together 
the 3 key sectors of our activity: research on the city, public participation and community engagement, 
architecture and urban design. We aim to address urban challenges in a holistic approach: through 
research we identify the flaws in the urban process and propose viable alternatives, through public 
participation we engage the local community as a partner in the urban development process, through 
architectural and urban design we are able to work towards specific interventions in the urban fabric 
which, integrating both expert research and public participation, achieve long-term sustainable outcomes 
for the city and its citizens. 
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Thessaloniki in the Extremes 

An International Urban Design Master Class 

 
Thessaloniki in 2054? 
Images by Sofia Xanthopoulou 
 

Introduction 

“Thessaloniki in the Extremes” is an international Urban Design Master Class open to students towards 
the end of their studies, recent graduates, and professionals, in architecture, urban design, and related 
design/project-oriented fields concerned with the study of the city and urban intervention. The master 
class is organised through the collaboration of an international team of professionals and academics. It is 
hosted by the Department of Architecture, University of Thessaloniki, Greece. 
 
 “Thessaloniki in the Extremes” comes after “Volos in the Extremes” urban design master class under the 
same concept. The point of departure is the challenges faced by the city in response to the global 
economic crisis. As the predominant model of development, in Greece and around the world, is severely 
challenged today, the master class invites its participants to re-invent it: shift from growth to sustainability, 
from market-dependency to self-sufficiency, from individually-motivated consumption to publicly-useful 
production. A whole new paradigm is longing to emerge. How can the city respond to it? And how can 
urban design and programming contribute to this very emergence?  
 
Urban refills 
 
The overarching theme of “Thessaloniki in the Extremes” focuses on rethinking the city as a container of 
unique parts and as a resource, a mechanism of production. Following a hypothesis that the city is a 
renewable resource in all extends (economic, social, environmental, material, lifestyle, etc) we can make a 
better understanding of change and urban evolution in terms of cyclic processes and refills and not just in 
terms of linear ones. The focus will be on "urban refills": on the one hand on processes through which 
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available and newly created resources are efficiently (re)used within a sustainable life-cycle, and on the 
other hand on these resources themselves being able to interchange throughout the city's metabolism. 
Breaking away from the predominant model that we inherited, inadequate to grasp with an alternative 
sustainable urban development, the master class challenges participants to rethink the city in terms of its 
newly emerging life-cycles and cyclic processes, working towards original and even radical ideas for the 
future. 
 
Through an 8-day programme of group work, site visits, lectures, and social events, the master class, 
organised into units, will produce a set of urban design proposals for different areas of Thessaloniki. Units 
focus on different geographies of the city, ranging both in scale and location, from building typology to the 
structure of the urban grid.  
 
The key feature in terms of methodology and working approach is the use of scenarios as tools for the 
development of architecture and urban design proposals. As Paola Pellegrini claims, “a scenario is an 
exercise of creative imagination, based on quatiItative and qualitative variables that aims to the creation of 
images of the future. It means posing the question: WHAT IF?”  
 
The master class does not intend merely to engage with present urban trends, problems and challenges, 
but to imagine and project future visions of the city, themselves resulting from a "what if X happened" 
scenario development process. Whereas scenarios may be political, economic, social, cultural, 
environmental, etc., each one, or a combination of several, impacts in a different way on the spatial 
structure and programming of the city.  
 
Considering the crisis as a trigger for the re-invention of the city itself, we invite participants to use the 
tools of city-making in proposing radical urban scenarios for an uncompromised future.  
 
 
From a present problem…. 
 
The crisis of the global economy that started in 2008 is considered by many to be the greatest challenge 
we are facing today. Some economists and scholars go as far as to claim that this crisis could be the 
beginning of the end of capitalism (Jackson, 2007). The debate surrounding this, by some imminent, 
collapse raises major concerns relating to urban development and urban sustainability. During the 
transition from feudalism to late capitalism, a number of factors have altered the very ways of a city’s 
functioning, notably: transition from an agricultural to an information-based society, liberalization of trade 
on a global scale, ‘financialisation’ of the global economy. Cities and their economies have been 
transformed from relatively locally and regionally contained production-consumption circuits to globally 
connected, and even locally disconnected, nodes in an interdependent, yet highly hierarchical, network of 
flows. A number of urban theorists have long argued for a new kind of global urban centrality and 
connectedness, where cities become subordinate to the logic of a global economy (Sassen, 2001).  
 
Cities are becoming ever more vulnerable to a de-localised ‘space of flows’ (Castells, 2000) extending far 
beyond their physical territory. Partly as a result of the crisis of this globalized and de-localized economy, 
many Greek cities, are currently characterized by an ever-increasing set of ‘local particularities’ that tend 
to become perennial: the abandonment of their city centres and historical cores, degeneration of their 
infrastructures and public space, lack of investment for new urban projects, a quasi-halt in the 
construction of new buildings, a decline in home-ownership and, interestingly, a welcome decline in car-use 
as well. In parallel, a double population migration of the urban population out of the city accompanies its 
physical abandonment. On the one hand an increasing number of urban dwellers are returning back to 
rural areas and villages, rediscovering agriculture in the pursuit of an ‘alternative’ way of living, reducing 
their expenses to basic needs and avoiding unnecessary ‘luxuries’ of their urban past. On the other hand, a 
new generation of qualified professionals and skilled workers migrates abroad as opportunities in these 
cities become ever sparser. 
 
The crisis is already having a major impact on the function and form of the city, and equally on urban 
population dynamics. This emerging ‘urban desertification’ gives rise to a series of new phenomena: people 
using more affordable transport options than the car such as cycling, walking, public transportation and 
car-sharing; agriculture re-entering the urban fabric as citizens start to grow food in any available un-built 
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space, as well as on balconies and terraces of buildings; re-appropriation of public space by acts of 
opposition to authority and civil disobedience; sharing housing and office space in order to reduce rent and 
utilities expenses. 
In this climate, the challenge for architects, planners, and urban designers, is to create solutions where 
design can revert urban decline. Architecture and the city must respond and adapt to a new set of 
conditions and needs, considering the parameters that will define the future, and seek novel and original 
ways to support urban development. 
How could this future city be like? 
 
“The future is an actual topic again after years focusing on the present, on the contemporaneity as a 
funding basis for each reflection and project. The future now imposes its judgment parameters upon today 
actions” (Paola Vigano) 
 
“What is going to happen with a monumental university library such as the Warsaw University 
Library when all the books become digital? Wouldn't it make more sense to restyle the space into a 
shopping mall?”   
Polish Pavilion, Venice Biennale 2008,”The Afterlife of Buildings”, 
 http://we-make-money-notart.com/archives/venice_biennale_architecture_2/ 
 

 
Before image of ”Warsaw University Library”, by Marek Budzyński & Zbigniew Badowski,  

photograph made by Nikolas Grospierre.  
After image made by Kobas Laksa, imagining a possible future of Warsaw University Library 

http://kobas.republika.pl/ 
 

 

….to a future scenario 
 
Taking as a fact that the city’s capability to develop as a renewable resource has great importance 
regarding its capacity to overcome any upcoming crisis or major catastrophe this master class seeks to 
the development of radical scenarios and strategies for the development of adaptable urban models 
capable to achieve self-sufficiency and sustainability.  
Developing a working hypothesis we project the financial crisis reaching its end within the next decade. Its 
impact will have peaked and, in an extreme scenario, led the urban centers to decline. Today’s urban 
regulations and norms will have been obsolete and replaced by new ones to meet future needs while new 
set of parameters and conditions will have changed the evolution, use and perception of urban space.  
 
“A scenario is the result of an attempt to describe, more or less in detail, an hypothetic sequence of 
events. Scenarios can emphasize different aspects of future stories, as a support for our imagination” 
(Herman Kahn) 
 
“What's the use of the Metropolitan office building designed by Foster+Partners once the speculative real-
estate market faces collapse or in case of a revolution in the patterns of corporate work? Could it be 
bought one day by the police and turned into a prison? The idea might not be as crazy as it sounds. The 
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building encircles the courtyard (which would become an exercise yard for convicts) in an almost perfect 
panopticon and the polished surface of the walls multiply reflections, enabling a surveillance from all points 
of view.” 
Polish Pavilion, Venice Biennale 2008,”The Afterlife of Buildings”, 
 http://we-make-money-notart.com/archives/venice_biennale_architecture_2/ 
 

 
 

Before image of Metropolitan, by Norman Foster and Partners, photograph made by Nikolas Grospierre. 
After image made by Kobas Laksa, imagining a possible future of Metropolitan http://kobas.republika.pl/ 
 
The subsequent reconstruction and of the city into a self-sufficient and sustainable city will have been 
achieved by developing radical ideas turning the city and its parts into renewable resources and “refills”. 
Development and prosperity will be achieved by embedding cyclic processes of (re)use instead of linear 
ones. These processes are not only referring to the “all over again” but to addressing the apparent life 
cycles and putting forward new ones in order  to correspond to the demands of an efficient city of the 
future.  
 
Cities will now be strong enough to cover the needs of their residents acting as renewable resources, 
embarked on a course towards sustainable development and productivity. Functions, materials, workforce 
and space misused or out of use will be put into (re)action, as “refills”, following scenarios of a post crisis 
era. As refills, spaces and places out of use or uses with no space or place are considered. New uses and 
environments: natural or technical, physical or virtual, will have been embedded to the absolute urban 
realm. Functions might have ceased to exist since are not efficient any more. Urban dwellers’ life styles will 
be totally different. Alternative urban structures and hierarchies, different meaning and use of urban 
space, will have emerged under the development of future "what if X happened" scenarios in an extreme 
extend. 
 

This FUTURE CITY will be a combination of…(2 or 3): 

AN AGRICULTURAL CITY   
A city where the primary production and agriculture are integrated into the urban scale and whose 
inhabitants cultivate the urban and peri-urban land. This city enters a post-capitalist and post-consumerist 
era and achieves self-sufficiency by de-globalising its economy. The consumer has turned into a producer, 
an inhabitant of a post-crisis garden city. Urban farming, self-produced energy and water are not anymore 
a new trend but a daily reality. 
 
 
A  FOREST CITY 
A city where the greenery is integrated to the urban fabric. It has more than enough green and collective 
space. In this city the dichotomy among urban and wood areas – greenery is not very concrete. It is a city 
which has been exempted from all odd functions. Additional recreation areas are set in different scales 
offering to the city what it lacks today. It is a city where air pollution is reduced to minimum and which has 
gained ideal life and climate conditions for its inhabitants. Water, oxygen, wood and more have all become 
available and renewable resources. 
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A NOCARCITY/ S (CAR) CITY. 
Fossil fuel crisis and the recession have rendered private transport obsolete. Transportation is by 
ecofriendly public or private vehicles such as trams and bicycles, while the conventional car is reduced to 
minimum. People work less and travel less. Spaces that the car used to occupy such as parking lots and 
streets, are hosting new alternative activities, while services and amenities are within easy reach.  
 
A DENS (E C) ITY. 
It is a mixed city, full of life and variety. The city is more compact and walkable. It is a mixed-use, 24h city, 
where inhabitants live and work without traveling long distances wasting energy, time, and money. Its size 
is reduced to the minimum required and gained more free space ready to obtain alternative meaning and 
functions.  
 
A PRODUCTIVE CITY 
A system that can produce as much energy, food, and goods, as it consumes. Production has reached its 
peak in order to cover the needs of its inhabitants in a post crisis era. It is a city exploiting its resources in 
order to achieve prosperity and economic growth. Structures materials and workforce are put again into 
use in order to cover the demands towards a sustainable and self-sufficient future of the city. 
 
A HIGH TECH CITY 
A city that new technologies are integrated and used to the maximum. Technological innovations are part 
of everyday life of its inhabitants and has changed the meaning and function of urban space itself. There 
are functions not needed to be physically hosted in physical place and others that are possible to be 
integrated in its urban fabric among others. From the World Wide Web and hydroponic systems turning 
building to smart ones and vertical farms, to systems turning the city itself to more compact and more 
dynamic. 
 
A  HISTORIC - CULTURAL CITY 
A city that tourism is a fundamental economic resource and even more has become its “heavy” industry. It 
is a global touristic pole taking advantage of his historical background and geographical position. Historical 
layers are brought to the surface. They are embedded to the contemporary realm and occupy as much as 
possible urban space without disturbing its regular functionality. It is a city having revealed all its historical 
and city sites developed in different eras and integrated them within the rest of urban fabric and functions. 
 
Under this overarching framework, the master class invites participants to work on original and radical 
ideas for the future towards the development of the city of Volos in Greece as a sustainable, self-sufficient, 
and creative city. Each of the 7 units of the master class explores a different part of the city, presenting 
different challenges and possibilities. 
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2. guidlines for participants 

 

eligibility 

Participation in the master class is open both to students and non-students. The workshop will be of 
particular interest to architecture and urbanism students past their 3rd year of study, postgraduates, and 
recent graduates. 

 

dates and venues 

The master class starts Friday, 24 October 2014 and closes Friday, 31 October 2014. The first six days 
are allocated to project work while the last day is reserved for presentations. The workshop takes place in 
the facilities of the Department of Architecture, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. Schedule, venue 
information and contacts are detailed in sections 5, 6 and 7. 

 

units and activities 

The master class is structured on units and activities. Each participant follows one of the 8 units proposed 
as well as the transversal activities common to all. Participants are requested to indicate four (4) units in 
order of their preference at the time of registration (see below). We aim to match preferences as closely 
as possible considering availability and demand. Units are detailed in section 3. 

 

accommodation  

Participants are invited to make their own accommodation arrangements in Thessaloniki. Further 
information and suggestions can be provided upon request. 
 

travel information 

Participants from abroad can either fly directly to Thessaloniki or travel via Athens. The city is well 
connected by air, bus, and train transport. 

 
fees  

190 euros for registrations by 30 September 
250 euros for registrations after 30 September 
Fees payable by bank transfer, or credit/debit card 

Payment instructions shall be provided at the time of registration 

 

registration 

To register for the workshop please email us at designmasterclass@urbantranscripts.org with: 

a) your name, surname and contact details. 

b) school and year of study or school and year of graduation and past experience 

c) a brief statement about your interest in this master class (max 300 words) 

d) the units you are interested in participating, please indicate at least 4 units in order of preference 

Registration is complete once fees are paid. 

Sofia
Cross-Out

Sofia
Rectangle

Sofia
Rectangle
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3. units	  
 

 

Unit 1 

Dens(c)i(ty)fication // The Urban Grid / 

guest tutor: Shima Roshanzamir, host tutor: Yiannis Mitropoulos 

 

Unit 2 

Urban Block Typology I // Historical Core Building Block Typology / 

guest tutor: Abel Maciel , host tutor: Sotiria Alexiadou 

 

Unit 3 

Urban Block Typology I I // Typical Urban Building Block Typology / 

guest tutor: Fabiano Micocci, host tutor: Kiki Deliousi 

 

Unit 4 

Open Public Space Typologi // An Urban Void /  

guest tutor: Stefanie Pesel, host tutor: Nikos Karagiannis 

 

Unit 5 

Urban Edge // The Waterfront /  

guest tutor: Carlo Pisano , host tutor: Elina Tsiota 

 

Unit 6 

Production // An Industrial Site /  

guest tutor: Jorge Lopez Foncea , host tutor: Eleni Papanikolaou 

 

Unit 7 

(Dis) connecting hubs I // The (Air) Port /  

guest tutor: Vassiliki Tsioutsiou , host tutor: Tonia Mavroudi 

 

Unit 8 

(Dis) connecting hubs II // The (Rail) Way /  

guest tutor: Claudia Tombini , host tutor: Giota Mouratidou 
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3.1. Unit 1 
 

Shaping the grid from field (Author) 

 

 

Dens(c)i(ty)fication // The Urban Grid 
Shima Roshanzamir, Yiannis Mitropoulos 

 

keywords: Grid, Energy, Urban Structure, Densification, Energy Efficiency 

 

introduction 

The grid is one of the fundamental elements of every urban structure. The urban grid provides connectivity 
and functionality among all fragments, cells and urban structures of a city. It merges all into one single body 
and makes all flows of material, energy, information and people possible to evolve as embodied parts of the 
city’s internal structure. On one hand, Kevin’s Lynch1 five urban elements; path, edge, district, node and 
landmark are parts of an urban structure (city) which have a significant role in how space syntax2 would 
develop, how space is perceived and conceived through the set and recognition of these elements by the 
user: agent or citizen of a city and affect the image of the city. On the other hand the urban grid can attract 
and embody multiple functionalities, form territories, affect the city’s identity and image in a large scale and 
in smaller scales it defines urban flows and accessibility. Last but not least the grid has a key role in the 
definition and regulation of the city’s density. Depending on how and on which hierarchy, the elements above 
are set and used within a specific urban strategy, different and multiple outcomes can be achieved. The 
city’s greenery, its renewable resources and energy infrastructure are also factors with a quite catalytic 
influence in the city’s structure and have and interdependent relationship and interaction with its grid. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1Lynch, Kevin, 1960. Cambridge MA: The Image of the City .MIT Press. 
2The term space syntax encompasses a set of theories and techniques for the analysis of spatial configurations. It was conceived by Bill 2The term space syntax encompasses a set of theories and techniques for the analysis of spatial configurations. It was conceived by Bill 
Hillier,Julienne Hanson and colleagues at The Bartlett, University College London in the late 1970s to early 1980s as a tool to help architects 
simulate the likely social effects of their designs	  
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As Stan Allen claims “The whole of the city is not given all at once consisting of multiplicities and collectives, 
its parts and pieces are remnants of lost orders or fragments of never realized totalities”3. All urban 
elements and layers, parts of the city’s body are never presented complete within an urban structure. They 
are in continuous change through time due to unpredictable internal urban forces. It is a fact that 
“Urbanism is like one big theatre in which we, the audience-scientists-planners sit and look and often 
respond to the dynamics of the changing complexity.” (Portugali, 2000). An urban plan should be an 
outcome of urban planners’ will and the prediction of its agents’ behaviour. These agents are any small 
fragments in the city which can affect the overall structure with their behaviour, like tendency of land uses 
to distribute in a certain way in city scape, be attracted to their favourable elements and in a larger scale of 
influence of urban zoning. Each urban element behaves in a certain way individually and this should be 
guided toward a desirable collective behaviour. One can force agents to change their behaviours (direct 
control) or design the field so they act as designer wants (indirect control). The urban structure and grid 
cannot be defined through a linear approach and urban planners should take into consideration an 
“engineering” behavior of different elements in various scales that negotiate with internal forces like the 
tendency of land use, density, energy consumption and production to spread over urban field as self-
organising entities.  

 
The Heart of a City - Melun Sénart  (Coop Himmelblau, 1987)  

 

In cities like Thessaloniki urban development has rejected the planned urban structure. Urban grain 
spreads over land and sticks to natural sources and infrastructure with no overall plan. The urban density is 
formed from these single actions and makes the use of sources inefficient.  

In a city of the future individuals should have even more power to decide and change their territory. They 
can produce energy independently from the existing infrastructure. This means more unplanned 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

3 Stan Allen, Points and Lines, Diagrams and projects for the city, Princeton Architectural Press,, New York, 1999 



Thessaloniki in the Extremes, An International Urban Design Master Class   page 13 of 66 
 

distribution, more controversy over urban surfaces and air authority and demand for more flexible mass 
control. The urban plan of such a city cannot be just a rigid one. Planners should start preparing the urban 
field and grid, to activate agents’ behavior and as result of their action achieve the desired and most 
efficient urban plan. To keep the essence of the city as a nurturing place for collective life, The concept of 
infrastructure from access grid to energy network should be redefined. 

urban context 

In critical situations individual decisions are in favour of short term impacts which are mostly unsustainable 
and create a loose base for future development. Due to lack of a comprehensive understanding and 
guidance, the effect might be a fragmented collage of heterogeneous pieces which works unconnected and 
inefficient. That is what happened to Thessaloniki over years of unplanned growths and informal 
developments. Thessaloniki’s urban grid is not supporting the flow demand between urban masses and in 
some of its areas infrastructure is overloaded with high density and in others it does not even reach its 
efficient capacity. These are some of the local problems that the city faces. In a more global perspective, 
concerning ecology and energy sources the city’s morphology could be set in order to support renewable 
energy production and reduce energy consumption and pollution. The current condition of a city with high 
density can lead to even worse economic condition and increase urban evacuation. With an increase in 
energy price, individuals could start producing their own energy. This would make the city even more 
fragmented as one of the infrastructure transformed from a central attraction to an available resource in 
everywhere. People will tend to occupy more land in order to increase their access to resources and thus 
the city will grow further. In addition to this inefficient mass spread, due to the weakened central 
infrastructure, the security of living in the city and the fact of being provided constantly in a collective form 
of life can vanish. The quality and standard of time providing urban life in the city as a unit will decrease and 
turn into a mass of unlinked villages and fragments. 

 

aims and objectives 

The design of a city of the future should be considered as a flexible strategy making. In this unit, through a 
process based on the definition of the urban grid’s structure and urban mass in various forms, we will aim 
to revive Thessaloniki’s homogeneity and image on the one hand and on the other hand, achieve a more 
efficient and self-sufficient post crisis city of the future. The second can be discussed in three parts. First of 
all the reformed urban grid should support transit oriented development goals to reduce pollution and 
energy consumption and to introduce a more efficient mass spread. Second there is need to be a green 
infrastructure to reduce pollution and provide access to clean air. This can highly affect the definition of the 
grid and density. And finally, the structure should provide the context for maximum exploitation of 
renewable energy infrastructure. The new set ofan energy grid, almost  spread over the city and all urban 
surfaces will provide a common space to produce energy and no longer a private property. The Urban grid 
and density can highly affect the output of energy production from individual grains. Fields of energy would 
massively affect the mass of the city and together with green infrastructure it can give a new definition of 
the city’s structure. The key is to consider all these in different scales, times and places. 

 

working method 

The grid should be defined in different phases and in different scales. The first step would be to work in a 
large scale and understand the existing urban field, analysing the Kevin Lynch five urban elements (path, 
edge, district edge, and landmark) in addition to the mass and void of city. The second step will be and then 
decide which elements should be removed, modified or strengthen and where there are further potentials 
for certain elements or potentials for densification. The next step would be to zoom in smaller scales and 
develop proper structure matching with existing or favourable identity, function and density. These smaller 
definitions again change the overall urban organisation. Some fields should be empowered towards an infill 
growth and some should be broken to enhance flow and connectivity for further development.     
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City in the desert (OMA,2006 ) 

 

 

Unit schedule  

Day 1 

(Morning) Introduction Lecture for Thessaloniki, Methodology Lecture  

(Afternoon - Evening) Scenario Development Group discussion upon the scenario and first ideas to define 
precisely the methodology and parameters needed 

Day 2 

(Morning) Site visits with focus on urban main elements, fields and identity to find out fragmentations and 
potential points for further development 

 (Evening) Group work – data collection and analysis to find out urban structure main elements (fields of 
special character, edges, hubs, nodes and main paths, large scale mass and void of the city) and  further 
analysis of their properness (if they have to be modified, strengthen or removes) and if there is potential or 
necessity to define new ones.  

Day 3 

(Morning) Group discussion to define urban main structure elements, massing and fields in large scale and 
represent it in city map. 

(afternoon) Group work – analysis & defining the scenarios in smaller scales 

Day 4 

(Morning) Group work – design the smaller scale developments in urban fields 

 (Evening) Group work – design 

Day 5 
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(Morning)  Group work – analysing the urban structure in larger scales again to get feedback from previous 
design steps and redefine urban fields and structure.  

 (Evening) Group work – Going back to process of small scale development and final revisions 

Day 6 

(all day) Group work – design, finalising the Units proposal and defining presentation material 

Day 7 

(Morning) Group work – presentation preparation 

(Afternoon - Evening) Group work – presentation preparation 

Day 8 

(Morning) Group work – Finalising presentation 

(Afternoon - Evening) Final reviews 
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3.2. Unit 2 

 

 
Space Syntax Analysis embedment on Google Earth (Space Syntax Ltd.) 

 

 

Urban Block Typology I // Historical Core Building block typology 
Abel Maciel, Sotiria Alexiadou 

 

keywords Urbanism, Anthropology, Regeneration, Value Theory, Spatial Culture 

 

introduction 

Thriving cities have characteristic expressions of civic innovation. This includes artistic growth and 
technological progress, conciliating culture and technology and proposing solutions to evolving problems 
(Hall 1998). We aim to develop urban strategies for Thessaloniki’s historical area by revising the historical 
urban block as a cultural space capitalising on its high-density and cultural heritage. We believe these are 
the corner stones of the future ‘Smart Cities’, playing a central role on the survival of urban spaces (West 
2014) across and in a post crisis era. This seeks to understand disruption caused by the economic crisis, 
highlighting opportunities for the recoding and regenerations of functions and features of the typical 
historical block in the city. The strategic development of historical cities is the holistic mapping of the 
vernacular, using this as a device to respond to unforeseen challengers. Through our mapping we will aim 
to structure the relationships of subjective terms as operational definitions, further investigating what they 
mean in the specific culture of Thessaloniki and how they change from place to place and on its sub-
cultures: from the macro scales of urban spaces to building blocks and their sub-systems. 

We will investigate, re-evaluate and redesign the historical core of the city through the informed 
reprograming of urban block typology. This approach will propose alternative futures of a cultural and high-
density city taking in consideration factors like tourism, historical background, human geography and 
intense used of functions (24h city). On this process, we will aim to understand what value theories are 
relevant to this urban space, how they are manifested and embedded in the urban realm and when design 
intervention can not only enhance the perception of these values but also bring new ones. This exercise will 
be developed as a sociological exercise of spatial cultures and the objective utility of the many typologies, 
creating the necessary knowledge to encode new values in the urban morphology through the means of 
design. This is particularly important in areas with historical buildings, as the perception of value becomes 
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more complex and has to account for the past heritage and the status quo in order to forecast a better 
future. Convexly, indiscriminate interventions with disregard of cultural values will cause, if not irreversible 
damage, severe delays on the development of the city. We aim to use 3D modelling. The modelling method 
will be up to the participants and could include Building Information Modelling or parametric modelling as a 
platform to not only develop the design, but also to capture and propose cultural values in this design 
process. 

urban context 

Cities and city centres are the magnet of creativity and innovation, generating unforeseen wealth and 
progress; they also generate pollution, spread disease and misery. The growth of cities’ infrastructure is 
similar to grown in living systems, with a sub-linear escalation of ¾ <1. However, unlike living organisms 
they increase in social capital (creative people, wagers, etc.) are super liner, become more efficient as cities 
become bigger and/or denser. It is believed that this advantage over living systems, happened, as in life, 
because of the cities’ networks (physical and social) (Kühnert, Helbing, and West 2006; Bettencourt et al. 
2007). On this unit, we will be looking for the roles of cultural (as the arts and other manifestations of the 
local human intellect), spatial and social networks and how they play a critical role as city objects, 
investigating how people become attracted or repelled by cultural and sub-cultural representations like 
monuments in a dense city block of historical value. The city centres and their historical heritage become 
then the personality of a place. It should be the source of the city development and vitality. It becomes the 
memory and the idealization of a place. To enhance this heritage, without disfiguring history and losing the 
embedded value of a place, design is the fundamental for the survival of the city. Spatial and material 
cultures cannot be forgotten and interventions have to look not to the short-term economic pressures, but 
the long-term cultural gain, restoring or stabilising the city splendour; 

aims and objectives 

The aim of this unit is to understanding the challenges and forces shaping the city, the relationships 
between the original intend of historical blocks as master planning devices and what the city has actually 
become. On this, we aim to set operational definitions that identify value. What are the problems called? 
What kind of problems and opportunities have emerged through abandonment? What are the places and 
how will they belong to each other? How balconies, paving, markets and coffee shops will function in the 
city? How people would interact with these places in alternative futures? How this reflects in social 
wellbeing? These questions will give structure to how to re-program the site proposing, rather the fictitious 
scenarios for development, a informed strategy to innovations in a post crisis city. Re-evaluate historical 
value of the city. To attain this, we will inspect the site and compare with case studies; revise how other 
cities in the world are moving forwards as sustainable environments. Can places like Bordeaux, London, 
Barcelona, Lisbon, Paris and New York(Burden 2014) provide valid strategies to Thessaloniki?; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Urban transformation: The High Line, New York City 
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Reprogramming the Urban helm: Using the developed analyses, we will negotiate utility and value in the 
historical context and in this, elaborating on subjective theories of value (Smith 1776; White 2002), e.g.  
the water-diamond paradox and the perception of values, utilities and how this brings new opportunities 
(Cutler 2013).  We may ask design questions like: What are the ways children play near monuments? How 
are street features related to morning visits of locals to the coffee shops? How does this change in the 
tourist population? Objectives to attain this aim includes the operational definitions. This being developed as 
ethnographical/ethnological methods and interaction/ focus group between participants. This will shed 
light on the particulars of the city heritage. Comparative review of case studies will further revise 
operational definitions. The unit will provide a number of case studies in the form of videos, text and 
websites. Other case studies can be brought in by participants. With the collected inventories of definitions, 
we will execute a semantic analysis to create the conditionals of space-object-user relationships. This will 
offer insights on how to solve problems in a multidimensional approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A semantics analyses sample of one specific domain (A.Maciel 2013) 

Value modelling will be developed both as graphic and verbal descriptions and will focus on the interaction 
between group of users and the space. This objective is to integrated visualization of cultural value and 
heritage as design strategy options.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of a Urban BIM containing local data and meta-data (A.Maciel 2013) 
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working method 

Semantic analysis will be developed based on operational vocabulary using single and dyadic semantics. 
Semantic analyses will explore object, user and time as dimensions of contrast. The process of 
virtualization of heritages as an urban design device will explore 3D modelling as the tool for capturing 
historical features and uses and it would be helpful that participants are familiar with 3D modelling tools. 
We are also open for participants to use BIM for modelling and embed information acquired during the 
workshop, creating a data rich 3D model. The idea is to develop a cultural inventory of the key elements of 
the historical typologies and use this as a platform for further investigation through design. On this process, 
we will also investigated how to better depict and express heritage and cultural value in the architectural 
drawings, referring to social, cultural and physical network studies. 

 

Unit schedule 

Day1:   

Unit Methodology lecture on semantic analysis. 

Defining groups, with each group choosing or defining a preliminary theme. Participants are free to collect 
‘themes’ they are interested and list what they would like to discuss. 

Day 2:  

Distribution of forms for site visit (This contains some questions to guide site investigation) 

Descriptive Observation Guidelines; 

Distribution of forms and instructions for design. Including (Revising site visit) 

Domain Analysis; 

Taxonomy Guidelines; 

Lecture on value and design workflow. This starts the design process. 

Day 3: 

Groups developing the Domain analysis and a taxonomy by chosen theme 

A mid-review where students will present their analysis through which they will compose their design 
proposition 

Day 4:  

Distribution of forms for observation refinement, including: 

Selective Observations; 

Components of meaning by design guidelines; 

Design propositions starts; 

Day 5: 

Designing/ Modelling propositions based in new components of meaning (Here, participants could start to 
develop 3D models) 

Day6:  

Design workshop including review on the process, accounting on what was learned. 
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Day7: 

Finalizing propositions, including the design and report (cultural inventory and rationale of the design).  

Day 8:  

Presenting outcomes graphically and as a short review report. 
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3.3. Unit 3 

	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interim © Yorgis Yerolymbos 

 

 

Urban Block Typology II // Typical Urban Building block typology 
Kiki Deliousi, Fabiano Micocci 

 

keywords thick topography, landscape, ground, commons, skyline	  

 

introduction  

The degeneration of the urban and natural environment and the arising of an urgent demand for a new kind 
of democratic participation in political decision-making have led to a re-thinking of the present and the 
future of cities worldwide. While these phenomena are global, they are characterised in each specific 
context by some peculiarities in the way each local landscape has been designed, written, created, and 
used over time. Moreover they illuminate the relationship between humankind and its environment in its 
local expressions. In the current economical and environmental crisis that affects both the urban and the 
natural environment, there is an urgency for the revaluation of collective goods. Modern cities are collective 
compositions with a narrative power where the boundaries between private and public cannot continue to 
be considered merely in terms of property. Private property rights and profit rates have to be altered to 
bring the right to the city back to the citizens. 
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Re-thinking urban typologies in Thessaloniki means to deal with the limited form of these units (private 
properties) as well as to re-evaluate their public role for the transformation of the urban landscape and the 
city skyline. The unit is focused on re-considering the intrinsic urban materials and resources embedded in 
the built environment as the primary resource for the city’s evolution. A radical thinking will be promoted 
combined with strong design proposals aiming to envision new forms of dwelling production for a new 
dense, green, and recycled city. 

 

Greek typologies and urban skyline, photo by Jeff Vanderpool @ Jeff Vanderpool. 

 

urban context 

Thessaloniki, along with other Greek cities, is characterised by the absence of an urban middle scale. A gap 
exists between building typologies, an expression of individual private interests, and the city as a collective 
manifestation. The evolution of urban typologies was strictly interwoven with the implementation of new 
town plans all along the new-born Greek state during the XIX Century. The employment of regular grids 
aimed to put into practice principles of health, functionality, and control. However, these plans conveyed a 
more significant double meaning: on the one hand, the cartographic rewriting of the territory was a kind of 
colonisation that erased previous social and geo-cultural formations; on the other hand, the widespread 
implementation of Hippodamian grids became the base to build a new state through the recovery of an 
ideal of Greekness. The small building unit, the grid, and the homogeneous extension of the built 
environment, are today pre-eminent features of the city of Thessaloniki, unchanged in time.  

The unit aims to investigate processes of production of the city, their consequences on the resulting urban 
form, and their future evolution. The city is thus considered as a ‘group form’ in line with the definition of 
Fumihiko Maki: a flexible urban organisation based on human scale, in which the parts and the whole are 
mutually independent and connected through various linkages. Thessaloniki, as most modern Greek cities, 
is made up by assembling a basic module of modest dimensions, repeated endlessly on a regular grid. The 
"polykatoikia", the typical Greek multi-storey apartment building, has become the symbol of modern Greek 
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cities: it features the most common construction systems, defining the basic environmental space, and 
reflects social dynamics of urban coexistence at the human scale. The "polykatoikia" embodies a double 
scalar meaning: on the one hand it continues the tradition of the Mediterranean multi-storey and multi-
functional buildings (starting with the roman insulae), hosting diverse, interlaced, and interchangeable 
functions; on the other, it constitutes the basic unit for the construction of the modern city, with its 
individuality dissolved into the vast urban landscape represented by a heavy-coated surface on the city's 
skyline. 

 

 

. 

On  the left: Contacts Between Neighbours @ Costantinos Doxiadis, On the right: Scheme of the combination of 
economical vertical forces, horizontal relations in the multi-storey apartment buildings and the horizontal extension of 
the ground floor @ Fabiano Micocci 

The urban environment is defined by an extended and variable ‘thickness’ that coincides with the vertical 
extension of buildings, itself resulting from the dominance of principles of economic exploitation of territory. 
This thickness has a measurable extension that starts from the level of underground geological formations 
until the skyline of the city. Urban strata within this thickness are defined by the ever-present maison 
domino system of the polykatoikia and composed by multiple levels of concrete slabs that outlined in the 
constructed urban mass. The main qualities of this typology are its adaptability, the extreme permeability 
between the inside and the outside, and the creation of intermediate spaces, voids, and sheds at each level. 
Each stratum is thus characterised by a great mobility of users and activities, in the end complementing 
one another. The matter has never been how to define the shape of a stratum by an ordinate and 
controlled urban process or design idea, but rather how to continue processes of accumulation and 
stratification. These considerations are the basis upon which to theorise a new aesthetic for the city 
starting by re-thinking the role of its constitutive elements. 

aims and objectives     

The unit is focused on re-considering and re-habilitating a portion of the city centre that presents a huge 
variety of street and building typologies as well as empty plots and landmark buildings (St. Nicolaos Temple 
and a former tobacco warehouse). The scope of the unit is to detect differences, contrasts, and resources, 
to root novel communal ideas based on new linkages that could better represent future communities.  

The general objective is to re-habilitate, to transform, and to alter the constitutive typologies of the city; to 
envision a new multi-functional productive landscape with collaborating units that are both self-sufficient and 
sustainable. New visions are required to re-convert and re-use inhabited and abandoned structures, guided 
by a strong imaginative attitude. New systems of environmental congruence between natural and highly 
sophisticated artificial materials will be designed to aesthetically link economy to ecology. There are two 
main objectives: 1) to re-think the relationship between private and public by re-programming surfaces and 
altering hierarchies between buildings and open spaces, and 2) to reconvert urban mechanisms in order to 
affect the perception of the city both at the small and at the big scale.  
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Thermaikos Gulf, © Yorgis Yerolymbos 

 

working method 

The unit will be a collective enterprise where participants will work together and will share ideas and visions 
to delineate a strategy of intervention taking into account different actors and priorities. The final proposal 
will thus be the outcome of a collective strategy. The scope of the master class is to produce a vision that 
can integrate and overlap different ideas in an additive and accumulative way, aiming to produce a radical 
vision for the transformation of the urban landscape of Volos. Participants are invited to envision new urban 
landscapes as the result of a strategy that can be resumed in clear and incisive architectonical operations. 
A booklet with a collection of readings and projects will be distributed via e-mail to the participants before 
the beginning of the workshop. 

Unit Schedule 

Day 1 

Introduction to the unit, cultural background and literature, with a focus on the strategy to tackle; group 
discussion collecting first ideas about the aims and the scenario. 

Day 2 

The scope of the site visit (morning) will be: to register uses and activities in building blocks at various levels, 
to highlight methods of spatial interaction and appropriation between and within the private and the public 
spheres, to detect the various typologies of ground floor occupation, to experience the vertical extension of 
building blocks and discover how the surrounding spaces and buildings are perceived at various heights; to 
read the city’s skyline created by inhabiting the upper floor (terraces); to understand the use of the ground 
(occupied plots, vacant areas, green spaces).  

A collective archive (afternoon) for registering data, ideas, and visions will be assembled by producing 
supporting material such as drawings, photomontages, and urban sections of the case-study area. 
Participants will analyze the area as a field encompassing the present existence of objects, the surrounding 
landscape, and the forces in action in the in-between space, in continuity with merged events while 
respecting the identity of each. Building typologies will be analyzed in relation to each other and to the in-
between space. Both material and spatial elements will be considered, interlaced and horizontally 
connected in order to discover both potentialities and possibilities to detect and expose the functioning of 
the built environment through a critical approach to urban matter.  
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The Thick Topography, urban section from the ground to the skyline,  @ NEAR Architecture. 

Day 3 

A critical discussion among participants 1) will highlight problems emerged during the discussion, 2) will 
find the operational field in term of extension - both horizontal and vertical - and location - by detecting the 
‘sensitive points’ (De Sola-Morales, 2008, p.25) inside the urban fabric as critical abandoned surfaces, key-
role buildings, strategic points of the regional infrastructure system and of geographical relevance - and 3) 
will set up the background to define the strategy of intervention. In this regard, urban sections will not only 
help to highlight specific conditions but will also be used as a theoretical tool with territorial relevance. This 
vertical section will identify three different levels of surfaces with different political and social implications: 
the ground floor and its thickness (that includes the ground water due to the proximity of the sea), the 
various levels of dwellings, and the skyline. It will help to recognize geological and urban strata as 
superimposed layers with tectonic dynamics, and to highlight their historical emergence. Furthermore the 
section will reveal the complex articulation of the city and explain the role of each element together with 
their territorial relevance. Such a section will hence have a double purpose: it will incorporate the existing 
topography and all the historical strata, and foster our subsequent strategic approach. The critical 
understanding of natural topography, historical layers, local conditions and political implications, helps to 
reproduce the complexity of the city and its processes of growth within the project.  

Day 4 

A strategic approach will be elaborated with the main operations defined in order to outline an effective and 
compelling intervention programme. The strategy will be located into the ‘thick topography’ of the city and 
cover all its layers. It will aim to: 1) change the policies on the ground, 2) offer new possibilities to inhabit the 
constructed layers above it, and 3) transform the city's skyline. Participants should define the appropriate 
architectural devices that will be able to incorporate conditions and constrains of the site in the limited 
scale of a designed intervention as well as to introduce new functions to re-establish shared uses and 
common interests.  

Day 5 

Elaboration of the strategic design in form of a architectural intervention. Using the section as a strategic 
tool will help to manage events on the ground floor and on the city skyline at the same time, with the chance 
to understand the horizontal continuity, the relations among different units, the nature of urban surfaces 
and the consistency of solid strata. At the same time, other tools will help to built a vision based on previous 
considerations using all the material collected in the collective archive and the architectural devices 
previously recognized. 
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The Thickness of Commons: A Vision for Plateia Kotzia, Athens @ NEAR Architecture. 

Day 6 

The strategy will be visualised through a series of provocative and evocative images. The final presentation 
will demonstrate the actions and the processes of this strategy, it will aim to envision the new relationship 
between the landscape and architecture. The final outcome will be composed at least of an urban section 
and various images like, photomontages, diagrams, and composite views. 

Day 7 

Preparation of the presentation, collecting all the material, including the analysis, some references, the 
strategy, and all the images produced. 

Day 8 

Finalising presentation and final review. 
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3.4. Unit 4 

 

 
 

BIG, The Harbor Berm_An elevated Path through the Park 
 

 

 

Urban Typology II // Open Public Space Typology 

guest tutor: Stefanie Pesel, host tutor: Nikos Karagiannis 

keywords psychogeography, identity, urban citizen, open public landscape, network society, occupation, 
virtuality, flaneur, physical space 

 

introduction 

“People, as long as they are physical beings, cannot but live and act in space, and the spaces they create 
reflect and shape social life in its totality. Space is not given nor is it stable. Space is constituted by social 
relations and transformed along with them“ Manuel Castells, Flows and Place. 

Our society is today modified by dramatic changes. The end of oil supply, global warming, and the economic 
crisis, are forcing us to rethink the ways we live our lives. Therefore we need to have a novel strategy on 
how to design our future; as Milton Friedman states: “Only a crisis –actual or perceived– produces real 
change. When that crisis occurs the actions that are taken depend on the ideas that are lying around.” 
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Although we spend much of our life online, the physical public space still remains the centre of intellectual, 
political, cultural, and social life. The contemporary transformation of space is directly related to the 
increasing importance of electronic communication that made the necessity of physical interaction almost 
obsolete. But space is not just a reflection of social relations. It is an outcome of society and an originator of 
social dynamics. It is both, a way in which the past reaches into the present, and raw material to build the 
future, used by social agents according to their own aims and talents. Whether it is for gathering, 
discussing, demonstrating, relaxing, selling, chatting, resting, playing, strolling, flirting, reading, praying, 
sunbathing, working out, or feeling part of a bigger whole, public spaces serve as a stage for getting 
together, expressing opinions, and exchanging ideas. They are the starting point for community, 
communication, democracy, and trade. 

In the light of the imminent transformation of our society, public spaces have to adapt to upcoming needs; 
their economic, political, social, and environmental values, need to be redefined. Considering the 
significance of open public spaces as urban connectors that are capable of encouraging interaction among 
urban citizens, the issue is how society will occupy, inhabit, and populate them in the future. Place still 
matters! 

 

The Forum/Aberdeen City Garden_Diller, Scofidio & Renfro 

urban context 

Since the phenomenon of big public spaces within the urban fabric is quite limited, the main objective of this 
unit is to re-evaluate, re-programme, and re-design the urban public landscape  of Thessaloniki to create a 
vital, interactive, sustainable and self-sufficient post-crisis city. 

Reaching and linking the two natural elements laid on the edges of the city´s urban fabric, the pinewood 
and the waterfront, an „urban void“ is cutting Thessaloniki into two parts. This void is the focus of our 
investigations. It is a part of the city center and located right next to the city´s historical core. Within the 
area build space is quite limited. The building heights of this part are low and host educational, cultural, 
military and leisure facilities. Its functions are not relevant to the ones of a city center and do not 
correspond to 24h services and lifestyle.  

After the expected relocation of the military camp and the EXPO, the function of this „urban void“ will need 
to be integrated within the existing urban fabric and respond to the needs of a post-crisis city, connecting 
the two parts of Thessaloniki. As there is a significant shortage of open public spaces in the citys current 
master plan this is the chance to put forward novel ideas for a visionary public urban landscape and 
respond to a variety of issues: What are the needs in a post-crisis era and what kind of open public space 
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typologies will fulfil them? How can open public spaces support the development of a sustainable and self-
sufficient city? What is the revised concept of public space and will its significance alter? What kind of 
spatial qualities will be produced? What is the relationship to its context? What kind of urban „refills“ can 
be offered by open public spaces? 

 

Urban Farming_Lee Dongjin, Park Jinkyu and Lee Jeongwoo   

aims and objectives 

Since the identity of urban landscapes and the identities of human beings living in a city are interconnected, 
we have to picture both the development of society and, accordingly, the transformation of urban space. By 
analysing the contemporary society through open public spaces, as well as through the prominent 
economic, political, social, and cultural developments of todays civilisation, the aim of this unit is to project a 
post-crisis society of tomorrow‘s urban environment and subsequently to design a productive and green 
high-tech-vision of Thessaloniki, focusing on open public spaces. We envision a city which hosts a system 
that can produce a big part of food, energy and goods that it consumes, where greenery is stretching into 
the urban fabric and new technologies are integrated and used to the maximum. 

The first intention is an analysis of the present urban landscape. Where are the open public spaces? How 
are they used today? How do they change at different times of the day and different days of the week? 
What happens during special events such as demonstrations, markets, or parties? Where can we find 
unused spaces that have the potential to generate vitality and communication? How can we connect them? 
Additionally, we need a picture of our society of tomorrow: Who will populate these spaces? In order to find 
a response to these questions we have to think about the more fundamental ones like: Where will we be 
living? What will we be fighting for? What will we be eating? Where will we be working? Which raw- 
materials are we going to be using? Where will energy be coming from? What will we believe in? What will 
we fear? What will we have to do without? 
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In other words, how will open public spaces be used in a post crisis society? How can they contribute to a 
self-sufficient and sustainable city? In what way can they function as urban refills and what would their life 
cycles be? The ultimate objective is to design an urban landscape of open public spaces able to inspire their 
inhabitants and lead the way towards a sustainable future.    

 

BIG, Superkilen_Urban Park 

working method 

“Psychogeography: a beginners guide. Unfold a map of London, place a glass, rim down, anywhere on the 
map, and draw round its edge. Pick up the map, go out into the city, and walk the circle, keeping as close as 
you can to the curve. Record the experience as you go, in whatever medium you favour: film, photograph, 
manuscript, tape. Catch the textual run-off of the streets; the graffiti, the branded litter, the snatches of 
conversation. Cut for a sign. Log the data stream. Be alert to the happenstance of metaphors, watch for 
visual rhymes, coincidences, analogies, family resemblance, the changing moods of the street. Complete 
the circle, and the record ends. Walking makes for content; footage for footage.” Robert Mac Farlane, A 
Road of Ones Own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Flaneur Society_Guide to Getting 
Lost_Ellen Keith 
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We will use the tool of psychogeography to explore the urban landscape of Thassaloniki and its existing 
open spaces. Multiple site visits and city walks will allow participants to experience the urban environment 
in a personal way. By means of recording and mapping experiential data we will get a set of diverse 
interpretations of Thessaloniki´s urban fabric. By means of this method we will discover additional open 
public spaces such as parts within the waterfront, in-between spaces in the urban fabric and spaces that 
are related to worship or cultural facilities. Through connecting those spaces with our main site we will 
weave them into an improved urban landscape of open public spaces. 

The observations will focus on: How are these spaces used? How do they change at different times of the 
day? What moods and emotions do they create? What kind of behaviour do they encourage? Do they 
reconstruct memories? Which are the ones to remember? How do people experience them? What are 
the flows through them? What are the problems? What needs to be improved? What is missing? What is 
worth to be preserved? After an initial investigation, discussions, and brainstorming session, we will 
imagine the society of 2054: its political, economic, social, and ecological situation. Illustrating how future 
inhabitants experience the urban environment of Thessaloniki (illustrations, collages, comics, storyboards) 
will enable us to design an open public landscape that responds to upcoming needs and future values. 

 

Unit Schedule 

Day 1 

Introduction lecture for Thessaloniki, Lecture, Group Discussion upon scenario and unit theme 

Day 2 

On-Site Research / City Walks / Group-Discussions 

Day 3 

Analysis / Exchange of Ideas / Development of Proposal 

Day 4 

Development of Design Strategy 

Day 5 

Development of Design Stragety 

Day 6 

Development of Final Design 

Day 7 

Development of Final Design/Preparation of Presentation 

Day 8 

Preparation of Presentation / Final reviews 

 

references 

Castells, M. (2006), The Theory of Network Society, Polity Press  

Coverley, M. (2006), Psychogeography, Pocket Essentials 

Deleuze, G. and Guattari, G.,( 1987), A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia, University of 
Minnesota Press 
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Gerolumpou



Thessaloniki in the Extremes, An International Urban Design Master Class   page 34 of 66 
 

3.5. Unit 5	  

 
The Patchwork Metropolis, Willem Jan Neutelings, © 1989 

 

 

Urban Edge // The Waterfront  

Doubling the waterfront 

Carlo Pisano, Elina Tsiota  

 

keywords Doubling, Landscape Urbanism, Playground, Hierarchy 

 

introduction 

Every city wants a waterfront! Strongly linked to the image of Mediterranean citites in particular, the 
waterfront has the potential not only to provide the city with a large connective public space, but equally to 
regenerate a much greater area surrounding it. It is this potential that makes it so often the favourite 
strategic space for urban renovation projects across the world. In many cases, the waterfront, was the 
city’s commercial and industrial hub, before gradually and more recently becoming the city’s primary 
“showcase”, able to gather the greater public’s interest and represent the Mediterranean urban 
atmosphere par excellence. 

Doubling today’s waterfront means to deal with the contemporary demands for more flexible and open-
ended systems able to host a wider range of functions and spatial qualities. It means to expand its potential 
inwards and propose a porous network of local and intimate public spaces integrated within the urban 
tissue of Thessaloniki. It also means to extend the waterfront’s space towards the water creating new 
spatial qualities (beaches, floating platforms, reclaimations of   industrial or infrastructural space), in order 
to produce an adaptable and flexible environment able to host different users at different times. Finally, it 
means to consider Thessaloniki’s waterfront as a playground in which the various elements will be 
reformed and combined in different ways in order to produce a radical new vision for the post-crisis city of 
2054.  
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                         S-Parkling, Secchi Viganó, Privileggio Secchi, © 1998 

 

urban context 

In recent years the economic crisis has, as many expected, affected Thessaloniki’s urban fabric. Changes 
are becoming evident since 2008: apartments have been vacated, businesses have been shut down while 
new ones rarely open. Thus. large parts of the ground floor along the waterfront remain vacant and 
neglected, altering the streetscape – in some cases dramatically. The crisis has also coincided with the 
construction of a series of renewal projects along the waterfront, delaying their completion. At the same 
time, the crisis led to a turn of Thessaloniki’s residents towards its waterfront, re-establishing a relationship 
between the city and the sea, between the citizens and the sea, which had been lost in recent years, 
rendering it once more a very significant public space. The need for a more vital and accessible waterfront 
was confirmed by the citizen’s positive reaction to the completed first phase of the New Waterfront 
redevelopment, once it opened to the public. The seafront is slowly regaining a bigger role in the city’s life. It 
is a strong part of the city’s image, and can be the trigger for a better quality of life. It has the potential to 
become a key factor for the ‘reinvention’ of the city itself, especially at a time when Thessaloniki needs to 
attend to, and take advantage of, its strengths: its Port, the tourist industry, and its strong cultural scene 
and creative industry. 

In order to propose a coherent strategy for the future of Thessaloniki’s waterfront the unit will explore a 
series of issues: 

The waterfront is today compressed in-between the barrier of the infrastructure and the water. Doubling 
the waterfront means to expand it both outwards, into the water, and inwards, into the urban fabric, in a 
way that enables it to foster the elements which do not follow its current structure. A porous network of 
local and intimate public spaces, bigger scale facilities and amenities, multifunctional public spaces, 
reclaimed beaches, floating platforms, will now flow inside the order of a new waterfront invading it with 
new meanings and rationalities.  



Thessaloniki in the Extremes, An International Urban Design Master Class   page 36 of 66 
 

The latent hierarchy of the waterfront of Thessaloniki should be reconfigured into a dynamic system 
functioning through an increased variety of spatial conditions and programmes. From the formal space 
along the historical waterfront to the informal and shared spaces of the new parks, the whole waterfront 
should be able to host the entire range of the urban condition. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plateau de Saclay, Paris, Desvigne – Alkemade – De Geyter, © 2009 

 

aims and objectives  

The aim of this unit is to evaluate, programme, and design, the evolution of the waterfront that will serve the 
city of 2054. To this end the waterfront should evolve and support new infrastructures and uses that are 
at the same time adaptable and resilient. The waterfront of the 21st century city should be more diverse 
and hybrid; it should combine different programmes by modulating the spatial composition of the original 
layout, manipulating the initial modules and the spaces between them. The project for the waterfront of 
Thessaloniki 2054 will deal with the rearrangement of the infrastructure, the intensification, diversification 
and redistribution of programmes, the superposition of a new rationality that can liberate the waterfront 
from its rigid constraints (no car-city).The new structure should correspond to the demands of a 
sustainable and self-sufficient city that presents a differentiated density and public space, different 
hierarchies and new alternative functions (dense-city). The diversity, already present in the structure, should 
be intensified. The project should give a drastic new interpretation of the waterfront, in which the 
juxtaposition of shifting fragments can become the structure’s single element of consistency by turning the 
waterfront’s lack of coherence into a planning proposal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parc de la Vilette, Office for Metropolitan Architecture © 1983 
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A walk through the Thessaloniki’s waterfront of 2054 should be an intense experience that takes future 
travellers through different urban layouts, spaces that encompass a diverse range of relations between 
public and private, natural and built layouts, different densities and typologies. 

working method  

The unit will work as a design and research group in which the participants will produce, exchange, and 
debate ideas and visions in order to delineate the role and the image of the waterfront for the future of 
Thessaloniki. Group-work will be organised in two main parts according to the scale of intervention. Firstly, 
at the scale of the entire area, the aim will be to define a masterplan able to include, within the existing 
urban form, a new structure of connections with the greater urban fabric, new ecological corridors, and a 
diversification of building uses, densities and public spaces. Secondly, some key areas will be selected in 
order to test the strategies at a “micro-scale”; producing a series of realistic images and employing design 
tools will enable a visualisation of some of the conditions that this new masterplan will produce. 

In particular, at the masterplan level, the waterfront shall be considered as a playground in which the main 
aim is to diversify urban forms and public spaces following the demands and the needs of the actors playing 
within its borders. This process will be structured on a series of actions: 

Doubling the waterfront through the definition of new connections (small public spaces, boulevards, internal 
streets, paths, floating platforms, beaches...) towards the urban fabric and towards the water. 

Diversification of public space: The diversity, already present in its structure, should be intensified. The 
project should give a radical new interpretation of the waterfront, in which the juxtaposition of shifting 
fragments can become the structure’s single element of consistency. 

Definition of the design tools for the post-crisis city: The design phase shall be developed using process-
based tools in which “the design should be under-detailed thus leaving raw, open, and often incomplete the 
assembly for unknown site circumstances and social change, where the beauty of the project lies in its 
banality and openness to change.” (Bélanger, 2013). 

Variation of urban densities and diversification of relations between the public and the private according to 
the new urban conditions defined in the steps 1, 2, and 3. 

Buckthorn city, Hoek Van Holland, The Netherlands, WEST 8, © 1995 
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Unit Schedule 

Day 1 

Lecture about Thessaloniki; group discussion regarding the unit’s focus; scenarios and future perspectives. 
This will help us to be more focused during the site visit. 

Day 2 

During the site visit particular attention will be paid to the different urban conditions of buildings and public 
spaces; the different methods through which the building - public space relationship is articulated; the 
detection of a series of ‘special’ conditions; the identification of the different spatial qualities that exist within 
the waterfront (from north to south, east to west); the topography and the micro-relief structure. 

Day 3 

The participants will analyse the waterfront highlighting the special elements that can increase its level of 
connectivity with the urban fabric and with the water. Starting from the street network, important public 
spaces, monuments, and ecology, a series of different patterns will replace the seemingly uniform space. 

Day  4 

A critical discussion among the participants will highlight problems and potentialities and will set up the 
background for the intervention strategy. On the sketched masterplan, specific areas will be selected in 
order to start a series of more detailed interventions on relevant sections. 

Day 5-6 

The strategic masterplan will be developed along with the more detailed design of selected sections in 
order to enable feedback between the two scales of the project. 

Day 7 

The strategy will be illustrated through a series of evocative images. The final presentation will display both 
the strategic layout as well as the content of the new waterfront. 

Day 8 

Presentation preparation in the morning. Final presentations in the afternoon. 

 

 

references 
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3.6. Unit 6	  

 
            Thessaloniki viewed from Kalochori. Photo source : Filippos/Panoramio 

 

 

Production // An Industrial Site 

Kalochori: Back To The Future 

Jorge Lopez Foncea, Eleni Papanikolaou 

 

keywords productive, integrate, interconnect, urban strategy, ecology, density 

 

introduction 

The Collins dictionary defines crisis as : a crucial stage or turning point in the course of something, an 
unstable period, a sudden change. Confronted to the contemporary crisis these definitions presents a 
controversy. In fact, the actual "Great Recession4", rather than a moment in a sequence of events, is really 
a series of crisis (the subprime, the real estate bubbles, the sovereign debt crisis, etc), therefore a sort of 
permanent crisis. Maybe, as Benjamin5 imagined, this permanent crisis is nothing but progress itself. 

The contemporary cities face a crisis either way. In the actual model the resources to ensure the massive 
amount of energy cities need are sourced from an over-exploited the countryside; the city consumes this 
external income and transforms it into waste and pollution. The city’s "money" is in fact its local resources. 
However, since the actual crisis is a "liquidity crisis" - meaning there is no money - the city will now be forced 
to rethink its relation with the territory in order to guarantee its energy resources, and review the role of 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
4 Rampell, Catherine (2009-03-11). "‘Great Recession’: A Brief Etymology". New York Times. 
5 "A Klee painting named ‘Angelus Novus’ shows an angel looking as though he is about to move away from something he is fixedly 
contemplating. His eyes are staring, his mouth is open, his wings are spread. This is how one pictures the angel of history. 
His face is turned toward the past. Where we perceive a chain of events, he sees one single catastrophe which keeps piling 
wreckage upon wreckage and hurls it in front of his feet. The angel would like to stay, awaken the dead, and make whole what has 
been smashed. But a storm is blowing in from Paradise; it has got caught in his wings with such violence that the angel can no 
longer close them. This storm irresistibly propels him into the future to which his back is turned, while the pile of debris before him 
grows skyward. This storm is what we call progress." Walter Benjamin, Theses on the Philosophy of History (1940)	  
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this “money” into the future territorial strategies, The future cities should operate as sustainable 
mechanisms of energy production, integrating the use of their territory in equilibrium with its context and 
with an increasing participation of their local population in all levels of decision and production. In the 
beginning of the 20th century, Patrick Geddes imagined the future "neotechnic city"6 as a source of small 
and competitive "factories" (sic), arguing that a small producer can more efficiently deliver what is needed 
when it is needed. As an example of these theories, at the south of the San Francisco Bay a regional 
movement was making the firsts steps of what one day will became a successful industrial site : Silicon 
Valley7. The resources who initially gave birth to the Silicon Valley were not the banks’ capital but the 
collaborative work (lead by the Standford University) and a big sense of community. The successful strategy 
created a specific urban fabric mixing dwellings, activities and one of the biggest concentration of high-tech 
firms in the world. The urban forms that this phenomenon gave birth to, are results of this territorial 
strategy but also products of the new interconnected global network which has allowed the industrial 
processes, to spread around the world and, in parallel, to concentrate in singular poles of highly skilled 
technological innovations8 such as Silicon Valley. 

 

Silicon Valley, aerial view from the south. (Wikipedia /Coolcaesar) 

urban context 

Since the risks and inequalities of the capitalist system were known long time before, the 20th century's 
utopias9 imagined the evolution of the current city out of its borders and as a new urban paradigm in close 
proximity with the natural landscape and respectful of the natural resources. Architects and urban 
planners have tried to transform these utopias into eco-neighbourhoods. The reality has shaped the real 
estate settlements we already know, modular houses repeated a hundred times and mostly unconnected 
to the urban services. 

Until now the urban organisation of the territory of this unit (Kalochori) is strained by two extremes : the 
scale of the territory - tuned on the global economy issues - and the scale of the neighbourhoods and their 
inhabitants, focused on the day-to-day problems and organised in an informal network of solidarity and 
collaboration. The city's density remains the paradigm (and paradox) of the human interconnection and the 
human alienation. We need the density to create synergies, we need the landscape to experience and make 
use of its natural resources. How can we merge these two scales and rethink urban density?  

The Kalochori site is one of the two biggest industrial areas of Thessaloniki. It includes a very complex 
landscape combining industrial activities, agricultural lands, uncultivated fields and a wetland ecosystem. In 
the very middle, the village is organised over an orthogonal grid. Originally a refuge settlement, Kalochori 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
6 "Cities in Evolution", Patrick Geddes, 1915. 
7 "A very powerful sense of regional solidarity accompanied the rise of Silicon Valley. From the 1890s, Stanford University's leaders 
saw its mission as service to the West and shaped the school accordingly. At the same time, the perceived exploitation of the West 
at the hands of eastern interests (...) attempts to build self-sufficient indigenous local industry. Thus, regionalism helped align 
Stanford's interests with those of the area's high-tech firms for the first fifty years of Silicon Valley's development." Stephen B. 
Adams, "Regionalism in Stanford's Contribution to the Rise of Silicon Valley", Enterprise & Society 2003 4(3): 521-543 
8 Castells	  	  
9 I.e., "Broadacre city" of Frank Lloyd Wright, "Garden cities" of Ebenezer Howard or "La Ville Radieuse" of Le Corbusier, just to 
mention the most famous.	  	  
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has evolved into a forgotten suburban settlement surrounded by a huge industrial area, partially occupied 
as a consequence of the crisis. The area landscape is enhance by the presence the lagoon, the wetland 
ecosystem, the long degraded wetlands and small marshes. The specific ecosystem is of a high ecological 
value due to the large number of waders and water birds gathering all year long. This unique urban 
periphery has slowly developed itself without any planning. Today it suffers from several issues, mostly 
environmental and functional. The actual industrial uses are certainly the consequence of the low land 
values, the connectivity to the highway and the proximity with Thessaloniki. Probably the real estate 
pressure will progressively tend to occupy this territory, without relocating the industries and without 
bringing any advantage to their presence among the dwellings neither. The lagoon and the marshes should 
progressively get polluted until the land values will be high enough to built over, definitively burying the 
wetlands and consequently bringing about the extinction of the area’s wildlife and biodiversity. Nevertheless, 
Kalochori has today all the components to change and construct a different future: a strategic location, an 
important territory -as big as Thessaloniki- already urbanised and only partially occupied and a beautiful 
natural frame. Can we imagine a better future for Kalochori? What will be its future relation and 
connectivity with the city of Thessaloniki? 

 

          "Far sight require close look", Landscape as substructure for a new urban eco-system.  Europan 10,  

Triel-sur-Seine, France. 

 

aims and objectives 

The participants of this unit are challenged to re-evaluate and re-programme the site of Kalochori. The 
basic aim is the development of a strategic design / master plan focusing on a new urban typology capable 
to integrate dwellings, new industrial activities and natural wildlife. The unit will use the areas strengths, 
enrich them following the future possible scenarios and propose radical ideas regarding its transformation 
in order to become a self-sufficient and sustainable territory. 

The strategic design will be organise over the following three axes or scenarios. 

from an industrial site to A PRODUCTIVE CITY 

from a village to A HIGH TECH CITY  

from a natural site to A LAGOON CITY 

FROM AN IDUSTRIAL SITE TO A PRODUCTIVE CITY 

In the future, Kalochori will be a mayor industrial pole but also a self-sufficient urban settlement, a complex 
system that will be able to produce as much energy as it consumes. It will not be a "city", as we know it 
today, but a territory making use of its resources in order to achieve prosperity and economic growth. How 
should the concept of production change in order to create a new industrial pole? Which are the 
potentialities of the site and the available resources? The port? The rural lands? The river? Should we 



Thessaloniki in the Extremes, An International Urban Design Master Class   page 42 of 66 
 

consider this area as a complement of Thessaloniki or more like an independent new centrality within 
Central Macedonia? 

FROM A NATURAL SITE TO A LAGOON CITY 

Years from now, the lagoon will be part of the urban fabric of Kalochori. The site will still be a natural 
reserve but also a new kind of public space. Progressively the lagoon will have extended into the land by 
means of small rills that will occupy the area as a sprinkle network. In this city the limit between urban 
areas and natural spaces is fuzzy, recreation areas are set in different scales. It is a city where pollution is 
reduced to minimum and where natural resources (as water or wood) have become available and 
renewable. Which should be the new role of the lagoon in the global development of the site? Can the 
lagoon became a potential resource for new activities? How can we integrate the lagoon into the urban 
strategy? 

FROM A VILLAGE TO A HIGH TECH CITY 

The everyday life of the inhabitants of Kalochori's is naturally merged with the productive activity. The 
communication technologies will have allowed the decentralization of work but also the rise of a "smart city" 
where technologies are spontaneously integrated. Technological innovations have changed the meaning 
and function of urban space itself. There are functions not needed to be physically hosted in physical place 
and others that are possible to be integrated in its urban fabric among others.  

working method 

The unit aims to imagine a new state of evolution for Kalochori in 2054, 40 years from now. Based on the 
tree mentioned scenario the unit will describe the strategies that can lead the urban development to this 
imaginary future. Each scenario’s arguments and objectives will be represented through diagrams, 
sketches and any other medium that participants are familiar with in order to start forming a strategic plan 
of evolution in three steps leading to the final master plan :  

step 1 : within 10 years,  

step 2 : within 20 years  

step 3 : within 40 years.  

The last step - year 2054 - will be the synthesis of three scenarios and their evolutions. The final product 
will be a combination of the three future perspectives. In order to facilitate the synthesis, each scenario will 
be treated from a specific scale : a regional scale for the Productive City, an urban scale for the Lagoon City 
and a neighbourhood scale for the high tech city. 

Unit Schedule 

Day 1 

Introduction Lecture for Thessaloniki, Methodology Lecture. 

Unit discussion : project scenario and preparation of the visit to the site.  

Day 2 

Unit work  

Site visit – discussion and debate. 

Definition of work groups for each scenario. 

Day 3 

Group work 

SWOT analysis and future projections for the area according to each scenario. Definition of the site 
evolution by 2054 for each scenario.    
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Day 4 

Unit work  

Synthesis of the different scenarios and definition of the 2054 Kalochori master plan. 

Day 5 

Group work  

Definition of the design scenario's strategies :  

step 1 (within 10 years) 

step 2 (within 20 years)  

Day 6 

Unit work  

Synthesis and review of the scenario's strategies. Finalizing the 2054 design proposal. 

Day 7 

Group work  

Finalizing the scenarios strategies and preparation for the presentation. 

Day 8 

Finalizing presentation & Final reviews 

 

references 
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STUDY CASES  

Broadacre city, Frank Lloyd Right 

Silicon Valley, California, USA. 

Boucle de Canteloup, Ile de France. Europan 10 projects awarded. 
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3.7. Unit 7 

Europe/Greece delineated by the marine trading routes. [GIS Projection: V. Tsioutsiou, Athens:A sequence of 
changingg political paradigms, changing migrational spaces, Master Thesis 2012 ] 

 
 

 

(Dis)connecting Hubs // The (Air) Port 

Vasiliki Tsioutsiou, Tonia Mavroudi 

 

keywords: mobility,public space, city gate, enclave 

 

introduction 

The Air (port) as the evolution of the gate 

The port, and subsequently the airport can be thought of as the physical evolution of the city gate. Such 
entities have always been linking the global with the local; their spatial configuration was more related to the 
city’s economy than to urban space itself. In this light, the port and the airport are the materialisation of the 
mobility network of people and goods, forming at the same time an economic space and a very important 
public space. On the other hand, the port and the airport are two particular urban clusters, both in 
morphological and in economical terms, the size and location of which makes them a catalyst for the 
evolution of the city; their efficient planning has the potential to completely transform the greater urban 
space in which they belong.  

The particular interest of this unit arises from the fact that post crisis economy is expected to play the 
most important role in designing and projecting radical futures on these two patches. Aspects like the form 
of the infrastructure, mobility, labour and trading patterns are much more important in a discussion on the 
(air)ports futures, than their urban morphology, form and spatial quality. Moreover the dipole of the port 
and the airport is there to contradict and to bring, face to face, two different sides of the same coin. On the 
one hand, the port evolved as an integral part of the urban fabric and the cityscape; it evolved as the very 
centre of the city’s economic and social life. Most coastal cities have been developed as hubs linking the 
mainland to the open seas, often nodes themselves within extensive maritime trading networks.  One could 
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in fact say that cities are as old as ports, On the other hand, the airport, a modern infrastructure 
associated to the era of the rise of individual mobility, is detached  from the city and relates to the spatial 
forms that emerged in the socioeconomic context of the same era: urban sprawl, commercial parks, 
diffused landscapes characterised by a whole new perception on how economy and public life should 
function. If New York would be the port, Los Angeles would be the airport.  

The port in the city centre and the airport in the suburbs will give the participants a chance to experiment 
with the ‘city gate’ element in two different contexts. The leading question of this unit is how the global and 
the local interact, triggering changes in all scales; the form of the pre-crisis ports and airports reflects the 
economy that gave birth to them, what will the post-crisis era bring about in their form and function and in 
the way we perceive notions like public space and centrality? 

urban context 

From the gate to the (air)port. The evolution of a model 

As already mentioned, the port and the airport are, along with the other major mobility nodes, the physical 
gates to the contemporary city. Most cities emerged in the crossroads of terrestrial and maritime trading 
routes, so the port has been the essence of the birth of most coastal cities. Cities would rise and decline 
following the geopolitical swifts in the trading networks. The port and the airport are two nodes belonging to 
a wider infrastructure of mobility. The geopolitical position of the city in this infrastructure defines its future; 
it is thus impossible to discuss about the air+port futures, unless grasping the international position of the 
city itself. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotterdam  1652: Rotterdam gradually developed into a prosperous merchant port full of p with warehouses, 
breweries, sugar refineries, gin distilleries, shipyards. (http://www.skyscrapercity.com/showthread.php?t=164137) 

Mobility and Public Space:  (air)port as an enclave  

Despite the fact that the port and the airport are both on the same path of evolution of mobility technology, 
they form two radically different spatial conditions. While the port is an integral part of the waterfront and 
the urban fabric of Thessaloniki, the airport is detached from the urban zone. Further, while the airport, as 
a spatial technology emerged in the era of enhanced privatised mobility, the port dates back to the period 
when marine trade was the reason for the birth of most cities; while the older ports functioned as the 
continuation of the Agora of the city, 20th century airports and new sea ports form enclaves detached both 
from the urban fabric and the life of the city itself. 
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Defining Post-crisis. The Materiality of post-crisis space 

To understand what kind of scenarios could be developed into strategies we have to make some 
assumptions about the form of the post crisis economy and the post crisis city. In order to form the right 
scenarios we have to ask the right questions: what is the crisis? is it just a fiscal crisis with a huge 
unemployment impact or does it also have an environmental side? And what do we define as post crisis? is 
it the period of a rapid development that follows every systemic crisis or is it a period where a living with 
less is established? Post crisis could be describing a society at the end of the 40hour/week working model, 
in which people work less, earn less and take more time for additional activities such as urban farming, and 
leisure. Could this be a society where mobility is restricted and proximity is the key to urban development?  

Many scholars from Wallerstein to Gorz have been discussing about the crisis as a symptom of the 
collapse of capitalism, while others like Tim Jackson debate about a post capitalism economy in the form of 
“Prosperity without growth”10. The post crisis scheme of this studio is not dealing with the crisis merely as 
a fiscal Greek issue but as a global phenomenon which is here to stay. So if this crisis is a momentum, can 
we discuss about it as a continuous condition? 

We can only understand how things can change if we manage to grasp in which ways contemporaneity is 
different from the past. Watching the global trends is quite inspiring: shrinking (or even ghost) cities like 
Detroit, the death of the malls and, to an extent, of the suburban culture, the revival of the traditional city 
centres, the discussion about the depletion of fossil fuels, is a good starting point to rethink the notions of 
mobility, labour and the deployment of natural resources. 

TOO PERFECT: SEVEN NEW DENMARKS, Denmark 9th Int. Architecture Biennale 

 

aims and objectives  

The materialisation of the post-crisis economy in space: an urban regeneration project or a new 
economic scenario? 

The main aim of this unit is to establish a concrete post-crisis economic scenario and through it to propose 
radical strategies on two spatio-economic entities, the port and the airport, in terms of both function and 
form.  This studio will deal with both the global and the local notion of the air+port of Thessaloniki: as part of 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
10 Jackson, T (2011) Prosperity without Growth, Economics for a finite planet 



Thessaloniki in the Extremes, An International Urban Design Master Class   page 47 of 66 
 

the global mobility network, and as a site-specific urban void within the metropolitan scape of the post-crisis 
city respectively. The starting point is to define what the post-crisis economy will be about, how it will affect 
the physical and manmade space, and how it will change daily life. The goal is to define a series of scenarios 
as experimental hypotheses and define the new parameters that will be taken into consideration; these 
which have the potential to materialise a sustainable post-crisis future for the designated territories. The 
final outcome of this unit will be a projection of the post-crisis evolution of the air+port through urban 
design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hafencity, Hamburg: Mixed use neighbourhoods in the former areas of the port 

 

working method 

Thessaloniki as a post crisis metropolis 

 [1st part: The economy] 

The first and more crucial step is to discuss a clear scenario on what the post crisis Thessaloniki, in 2054, 
will be about: where people work, how do they commute  and which is the prevailing economic sector? Is 
the private mobility abandoned? Do people produce what they consume locally or is the city a dynamic hub 
in an even more globalised system? Is the city shrinking or growing? Are the sprawled malls surrounding 
the airport flourishing or declining?All these questions will be the guidelines to form some abstract 
scenarios, the direct impact of which is crucial in highlighting the importance of linking the macro with the 
micro scale and the global to the local. 

 [2nd part: From the site-specific to the conceptual and vice versa] 

The air+port as a hub:  Following the economy scenarios defined, the group will propose a strategy for the 
role and possibly new locations - if necessary - for the air+port, always in relation to the economic scenario. 
The air+port will be examined predominantly as a hub in the global mobility network, adjusted to the post-
crisis conditions. In this context, the air+port will be set in relation to the global trends, and in relation to the 
prevailing economy sector. A predominantly touristic economy would bring about totally different conditions 
comparing to an agricultural one. Finally these conditions would also reflect on the surrounding territories, 
as a n extreme economic shift would also effect the function of the dispersed malls, the proximity needed 
for various spaces to function etc.   

The air+port as a park:  
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Contrary to the previous part, the group will work on site-specific strategies on the current territories of the 
airport and the port, proposing a transformation strategy of these two big patches. The aim of this is to 
indicate the ways in which these big urban voids can take a new role towards the transformation of 
Thessaloniki  into a more sustainable and viable post crisis metropolis. It is very important to mention that 
the areas occupied by the existing airport and port, have a great technological and spatial capacity, along 
with the infrastructures needed to accommodate new uses. Quantitative scenarios will be a key tool to 
grasp the capacity of the given land. Can, for instance, the port produce all the energy needed to power the 
city centre? How many people could leave in the docks if a new residential project was to be developed? On 
the other hand, synergy-based approaches and examples, based on the Cradle to Cradle philosophy 11 will 
be the basic toolbox for the design proposals.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Projects based on the Cradle to Cradle  philosophy, like the Klavertje 4 case in Velno (Tjallingii, SP. & M. de Vaan. 
2009: Cradle to Cradle: Hype or Hope, the impact of the ‘cradle to cradle’ philosophy on sustainable area 
development in The Netherlands. In: Conference papers of the 23rd Congress of the Association of European Schools 
of Planning. Liverpool.) 

Unit Schedule 

Day 1 

Understanding the global role of the air+port: First discussion on the contemporary port and airport will 
follow the day’s lectures. Discussion and formulation of the post crisis economy scenario: 

Day 2 

Understanding the local role of the air+port:SIte visits: discussion, analysis of the site specific 
characteristics of the area of the airport+ port. 

Day 3 

Formulation of the scenarios: from global to local and vise versa, possible in two groups: first diagrammatic 
strategies-designs towards the mid reviews.  

Days 4-5-6 

Site specific design.  

Day 7 

Presentation 

Day 8 

Final review.  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
11 Braungart, M & McDonough, W., 2002. Cradle to Cradle, remaking the way we make things. North Point Press, New York. 
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3.8 Unit 8 
 

 
Paul Klee, highway and secondary roads, 1929 

 
 

 

(Dis)connecting Hubs II // The Rail (Way) 

Claudia Tombini, Panagiota Mouratidou 

 

keywords: recover development, project potentially provisional, design paths 

 

introduction 

The mobility network has a quite significant role regarding the city’s functioning not just in terms of 
transportation but also in terms of the city’s image and the reflection of its public life style and culture. 
Nowadays in many cities the mobility system is based on car use; this has led to environmental, 
economic and social un-sustainability. 

The current economic crisis gives us at the same a warning on the collapse of the urban development 
strategies drawn up until now and a chance to plan for possible, radical and immediate change. Today we 
finally have the opportunity to question the current urban rules and parameters and set new ones that 
correspond to the demands of a post crisis city. New paradigms should replace those in crisis and through 
the development of radical ideas give solutions and contribute to the transformation of the present urban 
realm. As Gilles Clément claims “If you stop to look at the landscape as an object of human activity, 
immediately you will discover a number of undecided spaces, devoid of function on which it is difficult to put 
a name. This set does not belong to the territory of the shadow, nor to that of light. It is located on the 
edge.” Despite their present state of disrepair, these places continue to carry a (hi)story, reflecting their 
whole lifetime and their ambiguous character sets us questions regarding our past and our present. 
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Communication and transportation networks have always been about putting an order on elements of 
urban development; they were always influencing, accelerating and intensifying the process of city growth. 
Yet, when these are underused or abandoned, they can lead to total declination. Sometimes they become 
real barriers, ‘cuts’ through the urban fabric, or insurmountable limits on the edge of the city. From 
elements of development they can turn into elements of crisis. With Kevin Lynch, we learned that in urban 
images, the content related to physical forms can be classified into 5 types of elements: paths, edges, 
districts, nodes, landmarks. In reality, none of these elements exists or stands by itself. Each one is related 
(linked) to others. For example, districts are structured with nodes, defined by edges and crossed by paths. 
In general, the elements overlap and penetrate into one another. Their integration builds the entirety of the 
“image of the city”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Lynch, the image of the city, 1960. 

We could say that the existence of paths makes a very big difference regarding urban identity. If paths are 
missing the whole picture of an urban identity can enter into a state of crisis. There has been a lot of work 
and interest on the recovery of paths that have been in disuse, such as stretches of suburban railway; 
among those one can cite the High Line in New York (Diller Scofidio + Renfro) as a quite successfull 
example. The economic crisis directs us today towards new challenges waiting for the right solutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The High Lane, New York, Diller Scofidio + Renfro 
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This unit will focus and work on the 'internal' spaces of the city, used and unused, We will aim to give 
solutions to the challenges faced by the contemporary city by setting new future scenarios for a sustainable 
and self-sufficient future city. 

urban context 

Today the transportation within Thessaloniki is based on cars and buses, while an underground - metro line 
is under construction. There is one main two-direction road, Egnatia Street, which crosses the whole city on 
the southeast-northwest direction, other one-direction basic roads parallel to it and the ring road along the 
whole city that functions as a border among the city and the hilly landscape at the outskirts of Thessaloniki. 
The urban mobility system, centered on car use, leads to an environmental, economic and social un-
sustainability: the car user is now a car ‘slave’; car traffic is a part of the urban landscape; traffic conditions 
our daily habits; traffic takes away time from our social and emotional life; traffic is a cause of stress 
and bad for our health; traffic is a cause of pollution, road accidents and noise. In front of a time of 
economic crisis we need to promote the right to fair and sustainable mobility: thinking of the benefit to the 
community. New paradigms should replace those in crisis. This unit deals with the railway and its 
relationship to the (sub)urban area around it. While the presence of the railway has strongly influenced this 
part of the city, some of its parts are in fact out of use and totally neglected today. The character of the 
area is marked by its coexistence with the ‘planned’ city, its proximity with the historical and commercial 
core of Thessaloniki, residential areas and open spaces, infrastructures, and, during the two last years, 
commercial centers, just like a congregation of different urban products. In short, this area bears the 
traces of urban disorder and unresolved layering. Despite all its transformations in time the real 
protagonist remains the railway. It is part of the urban structure with many potentialities notably in relation 
to a future post crisis development.   

aims and objectives  

As Massimo Cacciari claims, the time of development of a metropolis contrasts dramatically with its spatial 
organisation, with the heaviness of its buildings and the mass of its containers. Unlike the city, where the 
transformation timing corresponds to new organisational forms, the metropolitan area seems unable to 
construct places and spaces adapted to the needs of their time. The solution is certainly not to accelerate 
all urban processes in order to keep up with the period of birth and growth, but to explore the possibility of 
a long-term design proposals, able to provide an evolution of the departing request, to ask "can an urban 
project predict its own disuse?". An urban project is not just a technical process as a cultural, social and 
political process. Today, the city expresses the conflict between professionals (urban planners) and those 
who inhabit and use the city. Urban planners cannot predict the future development of a city. They set the 
basis and parameters and then stay at the back, like an audience. In the last years we have seen the 
growth and the proliferation of studies and drawings of maps for many urban areas from citizens, as well, 
who explore the urban territory trying to produce new representations towards the achievement of new 
solutions. The city’s timing that seems to have been missed by planners actually doesn't seem to have been 
missed by its residents. Within a perspective of consumption, such as the current one, it is much more 
sufficient to redefine objects rather than to redefine the relationship between users and objects.  Yet, the 
anticipation of this latter evolving relationship, of interrelations, is the only method able to (in)form into a 
long-term sustainable project. The forms of spaces have a considerable impact on the identity of places, but 
we may similarly say that the cultural and social processes can equally form these spaces themselves. 
Rethinking public space, knowing that DEMOCRACY needs PHYSICAL PLACES, concrete spaces where the 
mutual recognition between citizens may unravel, are the basic condition of all political equality. It is a fact 
that the points of junction (nodes) are not created on command, so we should first set these points 
(attractors) and then continuity and interaction among them and their surrounding spaces and places can 
emerge. In this unit we will focus not only on these attractors themselves but on the links and routes 
connecting them and the potential spatial qualities that can emerge. 

working method 

Before the workshop participants will be asked to make a brief analysis of the material handed to them and 
available through the web. Information for Thessaloniki will be provided, as well as material regarding the 
general themes which will be taken into consideration during the workshop. Such as the railway, the 
“greenway”, and the use of mappings, diagrams and schemes. Mapping processes will be employed for the 
analysis of the site and for the further development of a strategy for the development of the final proposal 
addressing the demands of a future post crisis city. A special mapping will be done to know the current 
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crossing speed of the different routes and the required speed in a new post-crisis scenario. The difference 
in perception of the urban environment varies, in fact, with speed. It is important to keep in mind that a path 
can change simply by changing the way we walk. We will also use mapping to highlight the nodes, the 
conjunction of different lines of transportation as well as strategic places. The mere fact that an 
intersection has several choices imposes on those who walk through a stronger focus. Simultaneously the 
participants’ own perspective will be adopted, reflecting upon the key words of this unit: RECOVER 
DEVELOPMENT, PROJECT POTENTIALLY PROVISIONAL, DESIGN PATHS. Through these processes of 
mapping and in combination with the formation of scenarios of possible futures for Thessaloniki’s 
transportation and connectivity urban realm we will re-evaluate, re-programme and re-design this 
significant urban public landscape, giving solutions to issues such as: Could this area become a node of 
development, in social, economic, ecological and aesthetic terms and which could be the city’s new 
transportation reality? Are there any other functions integrated due to new demands of the post crisis era 
(a self-sufficient and sustainable city)? Will the existing means of transportation continue to be in use or 
something new could emerge? If this is going to happen what kind of network can be created? Will the 
significance of this node remain the same? How will the railway serve the connectivity of the city with the 
city’s outskirts? What kind of spatial qualities and lifestyle will it produce? Could the cultural and natural 
background indicate some planning directions?  

Unit Schedule 

Day 1 

Introduction and opening of the master class.  

Synthesis of content and context of the territory.  

First visit.  

Group discussion on the area and available material. Discussion on the development of future scenarios 
according to new rules and demands.  

Day 2 

We will study the material of Thessaloniki as well as the general themes to be explored: the rail way, the 
green way and the use of mappings. 
In connection to the second visit, in the morning, we will make a first mapping of the different areas and 
underused spaces, indicating their permeability and interaction with other urban areas.  

Brainstorming.  

Graphic processing of the analysis. 

Day 3 

Group work design session.  

Development of a temporal hypothesis, development of the whole project area on a large scale. 

Subdivision of work into subgroups. 

Day 4 

Review for subgroups. First proposals for action. 

Day 5 

Comparison of single interventions. Development of the overall framework. 

Day 6 

Elaboration of the proposal: schemes, sketches, diagrams, illustrations, etc. 
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Day 7 

Presentation preparation. Printouts should be ready by 20.00  

Slide presentation preparation 

Day 8 

Slide presentation preparation 

Final Presentation of the project. 

   

references 

Bonomi A, Abbruzzese A (a cura di, 2004), La città infinita, Bruno Mondadori, Milano. 

Cancellieri A., Scandurra G. (2012), Tracce urbane. Alla ricerca della città, Franco Angeli, Milano. 

Ferraris M. (2012), Lasciar Tracce: documentalità e architettura, Mimesis, Milano. 
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Lynch K. (2001), L’immagine della città, Marsilio, Venezia. 
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4. schedule 
 

The workshop starts 24 October 2014 and ends 31 October 2014. 

The internal planning for each day may vary. The week’s detailed planning will be handed out to participants at the 
beginning of the workshop. 

Day1 Friday 24.10.2014 

o Introduction Lecture for Thessaloniki, Methodology Lecture 
o  Group discussion re the scenario and first ideas 

Day 2 Saturday 25.10.2014 

o (Morning) Site visits 
o (Afternoon) Lecture 
o (Evening) Group work – analysis 

Day 3 Sunday 26.10.2014 

o (Morning - afternoon) Group work – analysis & defining the scenarios and ideas 
o (Afternoon) Lecture 
o (Evening) Group Work 

Day 4 Monday 27.10.2014 

o (Morning) Group work – design 
o (Afternoon & Evening) mid reviews 
o Dinner 

Day 5 Tuesday 28.10.2014 

o (Morning) Group work – design 
o (Afternoon) Lecture 
o (Evening) Group work – design 

Day 6 Wednesday 29.10.2014 

o (all day) Group work – design 

Day 7 Thursday 30.10.2014 

o (Morning) Group work – Finalising the Units proposal 
o Group work – presentation preparation 
o (Afternoon - Evening) Group work – presentation preparation 
o Printouts should be ready by 00.00  

Day 8 Friday 31.10.2014 

o (Morning) Group work – Finalizing presentation 
o (Afternoon - Evening) Final reviews 

 
o Party 
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5. venue info 
 

 

 
master class studio 
 
Polytechnic School of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Department of Architecture 
http://architecture.web.auth.gr/en/home/ 
 
University Campus 
Postal Code 541 24  
Thessaloniki  
Τ: +30 2310 995595  

 

 
1. Workshop venue  2.Railway Station 3. Bus Station 4. City Center   
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6. contacts 
 
 

 
School of Architecture, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 

 

 

master class information 

We will be happy to provide you with more information and answer your questions.  

You can email us at: 

designmasterclass@urbantranscripts.org 

or call us at: 

0030 6947438897 

0030 6972622861 

 

Urban Transcripts 

http://www.urbantranscripts.org 

http://www.facebook.com/urbantranscripts 

http://www.twitter.com/urbantweeting 
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Sofia Xanthopoulou 

 

project coordinator 
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project advisor 
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media and publishing support 

Angeliki Zervou 

 

host tutors 

Sotiria Alexiadou 
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guest tutors 
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Abel Maciel 

Fabiano Micocci 
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Carlo Pisano 

Shima Roshanzamir 

Claudia Tombini 

Vassiliki Tsioutsiou 
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Sofia Xanthopoulou 
Architect, MSc Urban Strategies, UT Director of Events 
Sofia is practicing architectural and urban design as an independent architect in Thessaloniki, Greece. She 
graduated the school of Architecture of Volos (University of Thessaly) in 2006 and holds a postgraduate 
degree, MSc Urban Strategies (University of Applied Arts, 2009). Sofia is currently collaborating with other 
professionals and experts for urban and architectural projects. 
 Her main interests focus on the bridging of the two scales, architectural and urban through the 
development of research or design projects and the organization of events such as workshops, 
conferences and exhibitions. 
She is a member of Urban Transcripts since 2010, an exhibition participant in UT Athens 2010, a 
workshop guest tutor in UT Rome 2011 and UT London 2012, as a Design Associate in 2013 and as the 
Director of Events since 2014. She was a member of research and design team archIV+ team, 
participating in exhibitions, competitions and public events. Sofia was an elected member of the Standing 
Committee on Architecture of the Technical Chamber of north central Greece, for 2010-2013, working on 
organizing events in the fields of architecture and urban planning and advising municipalities on urban 
development strategies and competitions. She is the co-founder and CEO at TKSX office of architecture and 
engineering.  
 

 

Andriana Limpa 
Architect, Landscape Architect MLA A.U.Th (2011) 
Andriana is a freelance architect. She studied architecture at the National Technical University of Athens 
and received a postgraduate degree in Landscape Architecture from the Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki. She has participated and awarded on various national and european architectural 
competitions (one 1st prize, one distinction). Her projects were exhibited at the 6th European Biennale of 
Landscape Architecture in Barcelona (2010) and at the Macedonian Museum of Contemporary Art 
(Architecture 100 Projects for the city, Thessaloniki, 2012). Her work is also published in several 
conferences (Oikonomou K.E., Limpa A., Oikonomou G., Central public space. Reorganization, 
rearrangement, redefinition, Public Space, National conference, Thessaloniki 20-22/10/2011. Ananiadou-
Tzimopoulou M., Limpa A., Landscape architecture and environmental restoration of the urban coastal zone 
of Ioannina at Lake Pamvotis, Protection and restoration of the environment XI, International conference, 
Thessaloniki 03-03/07/2012). From 2007 till 2011 she has collaborated with academics and other 
professionals in eight different Research Programs at School of Architecture, Faculty of Technology A.U.Th., 
focusing on urban and natural landscape design, small and large scale design and research, 
morphology/typology. Over the past two years she is conducting a research with a large group of 
professionals establishing morphological building rules and regulations for small Greek settlements in four 
different Greek districts, supported by the Ministry of Environment Energy and Climate Change. 

 

Yiorgos Papamanousakis 
Architecte DPLG, MSc Advanced Architectural Studies, ARB 
Yiorgos studied architecture in Liverpool, Paris and Stockholm, and practiced in Paris and London before 
qualifying as an architect in France with a degree from Paris-La-Villette.  The founder and managing 
director of Urban Transcripts, he has directed international collaborative projects on the critical exploration 
of cities: exhibitions, workshops, and conferences, in Athens (2010), Rome (2011), and London (2012). 
Currently he is working towards the development of Urban Transcripts into a network of experts on the city, 
developing projects with a strong participatory approach that span urban design, architecture, and 
research. He is based in London. 
Yiorgos is passionate about the relationships between the spatial structure of cities and their 
socioeconomic and cultural life. He has a keen interest in empirical research and the application of 
quantitative methodologies for understanding cities. His current research concerns how the configuration 
of urban waterfronts impacts on the evolution of coastal cities in Greece. Yiorgos has received funding for 
his research from the A G Leventis Foundation. 
He is an advisor in the EU-funded UrbanIxD research project, focusing on human interaction in data-rich 
urban environments. He is a peer reviewer for Urban Design International. 
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Angeliki Zervou 
Architect, MA Architecture and Urban Culture, MSc Cultural Management 
Angeliki studied architecture at the University of Patras and received her MA in Architecture and Urban 
Culture from the Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya & Centre de Cultura Contemporanea de Barcelona. 
She also holds a masters degree in Cultural Management from Panteion University of Social and Political 
Sciences. She is a co-founder of Medianeras, an arts management agency based in Athens and a columnist 
in elculture.gr and propaganda.gr on city and architecture issues 
Her interests concern the relationship between architecture, urbanism and cultural studies, popular 
culture and urban representations. Angeliki is a member of the permanent committee for International 
Organizations of the Chamber of Greek Architects since 2012 and a member of ICOM since 2013. She is 
a member of Urban Transcripts since 2010, participated in UT Athens 2010, and has been a member of 
the programme committee in UT Rome 2011 and a workshop tutor in UT London 2012. In 2013 she 
started to work as a social media and publishing associate of Urban Transcripts and since 2014 she is 
working as the Head of Operations.  
 
 
Jorge Lopez Foncea 
Architect, MA Ecole d’architecture de Paris Belleville (2004) 
Jorge is associate founder of the studio COMCECI and SOMA-STUDIO, both based in Paris, France. His 
projects include 64 wooden dwellings at Lagny-sur-Marne, the restoration of an old monastery from de 
XIIth century in Bourgogne and the development of the MOBILOT, a prototype of mobile urban furniture. 
Jorge graduated as an architect in Chile, at the Universidad Catolica de Chile, and in France, at the Ecole 
d’architecture de Paris La Villette. He holds a masters degree (2004) in urban projects from the Ecole 
d’architecture de Paris Belleville. He has participated in a number of workshops and seminars, notably in 
the development of the architectural safeguard plan for Bethlehem, Palestine (2005/2006), and in the 
organisation of the seminar “Urban heritage: preservation and project” hosted at the architecture faculty of 
the Universidad de Chile (2007). 
 
Abel Maciel 
Architect,RIBA ARB M.Arch EngD 
Abel Maciel is an architect and researcher based in London, United Kingdom. He has extensive experience 
on a wide range of design typologies and scales, from product and interaction design, to large-scale urban 
complexes and masterplans. 	  He also tutor architectural design at the Architectural Association (AA), the 
Bartlett School of Architecture, the Ecole Spéciale d'Architecture (ESA) and University of Nottingham. 
During his professional career, Abel has worked with some of the	   world’s leading design and engineering 
practices such as Foster + Partners, Zaha Hadid Architects, Herzog & de Meuron, Arup and Bureau 
Happold, preparing competitions, developing proposals and delivering projects in Asia, the Americas, 
Europe and the Middle East. 
On the conclusion of his Master of Architecture with a focus on biomimetics, Abel was invited to ingress on 
the EngD in Virtual Environments at UCL, being awarded an EPSRC Scholarship. His research focus on the 
understanding of the social, economic and cognitive aspects of design thinking and how this value creation 
process informs the multidisciplinary and programmatic design modelling  from early concept stages. 
Using multidisciplinary research overarching Ethnography, Game theory and Human Computer Interaction, 
Abel has developed radically new models of this complex phenomenon, opening new avenues for further 
research and being awarded the Bartlett Doctorate Prize in 2014. 

 
 
Fabiano Micocci 
Architect, PhD Architecture and Urban Design 
Fabiano is an architect working on public and residential spaces focusing on the relationship between 
architecture, landscape and geography. He is a founding member of NEAR Architecture 
(www.neararchitecture.com), a network of architects working on small and large scale designs as well as 
theoretical research, selected among the best 10 landscape architectural practices in Italy in the 2013 
(NIB prize). He graduated from University of Roma Tre in 2002 with a thesis that received a prize at the XV 
International Symposium of Urban Culture award at Camerino University. His PhD, obtained from the 
University of Florence (2010) with the thesis was focused on the architectural practice in the 
Mediterranean after World War Two. He has participated in several international conferences and 
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workshops, and has taken part in various international architectural competitions, receiving several prizes. 
In 2013-2-14 he was Visiting Assistant Professor at the Lebanese American University (LAU) of Beirut, 
teaching Design Studios and Theory of Architecture. 
 
Stefanie Pesel 
Architect, MSc in Urban Strategies 
Stefanie Pesel studied Architecture at the University of Applied Sciences Nuremberg and the Academy of 
Fine Arts Nuremberg. She completed her postgraduate studies in Urban Strategies at the University of 
Applied Arts Vienna in 2009. Since then she had the opportunity to gain experience in the field of research, 
architecture, interior design, product design and urbanism. She worked for several architectural offices, 
including Studio Vlay, Vienna/Austria, Coop Himmelb(l)au, Los Angeles/USA and LAVA (Laboratory for 
Visionary Architecture), Stuttgart/Germany. Currently she is working as a Design Architect at KINZO 
Berlin/Germany. During her studies she developed a strong interest for understanding different cultures 
and started to research about identities and their interactive relation to design, architecture and urban 
environment. Inspired by her interest in visual as well as performing arts and music her research focus is 
on how space can be transformed from one’s surrounding to one’s experience. 
 
Carlo Pisano 
Architect, MSc in Urbanism, PhD candidate at the University of Cagliari 
Research fellow and PHD student at the University of Cagliari. He has completed with honor in 2011 the 
“Postgraduate Master in Urbanism”, a two years track of high specialization between the TU Delft and the 
IUAV Venice. In 2012 his master thesis entitled “Coloring the Patchwork Metropolis” has been rewarded by 
the Dutch Stedembouw NU as one of the best thesis in Urbanism and Landscape in the Netherlands for 
the years 2010-2011. From 2011 he works for the Studio Associato Bernardo Secchi e Paola Viganò in 
Brussels on different scales projects such as the masterplan of Nieuw Zuid in Antwerpen, the vision of 
Brussels 2040 and the project of the Great Moscow. In 2011 he won a research grant entitled “Adieu 
compact city” about the research of the contemporary urban territories with particular deepening on the 
territories of dispersion and the research of new urban models. He is now following several researches 
and, as co-professor, the fifth year thesis laboratory in urbanism and landscape entitled Lisbon Waterfront 
led together with the UPC of Barcelona and the Escola Superior Artística di Porto. 
 
Shima Roshanzamir 
Architect, MSc Urban Strategies, PhD candidate, Institute of Architecture, University of Applied Arts 
Vienna 
Shima is a PhD candidate at the Institute of Architecture, University of Applied Arts Vienna under Proffesor 
Wolf D. Prix Supervision. In 2010 she gained her Master of Science in Urban Strategies from the same 
university. She also received a Master of Science degree in architecture from the Iran University of Science 
and Technology in 2009. Since 2010 she has been collaborating with Coop Himmelblau in Vienna, 
assisting as instructor in the Urban Strategies Postgraduate Program and has conducted several 
workshops in Bratislava. In 2010 her thesis project was selected for the architecture biennale Beijing. She 
was also awarded the MAK-schindler scholarship in 2011. 
 
Claudia Tombini 
Architect, PhD University La Sapienza, Rome 
Claudia is	   an	   architect and	  works	   on urban	   design	   and architectural	   research.	   She	   has graduated at the 

University La Sapienza of Rome with a thesis on	   the	  urban	  area south of	   the	   Tiber.	  Claudia holds a PhD 

degree since 2009 (University La Sapienza) with a dissertation called “1968_2008: the	   future	   is just	   a	  
matter of	  time?. She is currently practicing architecture in Rome, Italy. 

Claudia	  is	  a	  co-‐founder	  of	  A4_impresacreativa architectural office, founded in 2006 together with Daniela 
De Filippis. Since then they have been taking part in multiple architectural competitions architectural 
competitions and projects, earning recognitions and prices. Their work includes project in various scales 
such as, private housing,	  public buildings, public open spaces and urban master plans.  
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Vasiliki Tsioutsiou 
Architect, MSc in Urbanism, PhD Candidate, IUAV-Venice 
Vasiliki was born in Athens (1981). She graduated from the Department of Architecture (University of 
Thessaly) in 2007. She holds an MSc in Urbanism –EMU (European Postgraduate Masters in Urbanism), a 
joint program between 4 European universities (TU Delft, IUAV-Venice, UPC Barcelona and KU Leuven). In 
the context of EMU, she studied between Delft and Venice (2009-2011), receiving a scholarship from 
Bodossaki foundation. She has participated in various international urban planning workshops and research 
projects, in Venice (2010, The Extreme City International Design Workshop on climate change and the 
transformation of the waterscape), in China (2010, Dujiangyan Dreams. Exploring Potentials or 
Development from Disaster, organised by IFou (International Forum on Urbanism), TU Delft and Southwest 
Jiaotong University of Chengdu), in Russia (2010, An idea of Greater Saint Petersburg. Alternative 
Scenarios for a post-socialist city) and in France (2011, La Defence 2050: Beyond Urban Forms). She was 
awarded the EGIS prize of innovation for her   participation in La Defense. Vasiliki has been invited as a 
speaker in international conferences on urbanism and spatial planning in Greece and Iran. 
 
 
Sotiria Alexiadou  
Architect, MSc in Urban Strategies, PhD candidate at University of Thessaly  
Sotiria holds an Architect-Engineer Diploma from University of Thessaly (2007) and the MSc. in Urban 
Strategies from Universität für Angewandte Kunst of Vienna (2010). During her undergraduate studies 
she studied in Politecnico di Milano, Facoltà di Architettura Civile (2005), as an Erasmus student. Currently 
she is a PhD candidate at the department of Architecture in University of Thessaly (since 2013).  
She has worked as a teaching assistant on Architectural Design at the Department of Architecture of the 
University of Cyprus in 2011, and in the period 2011-2013 at the Department of Architecture, University 
of Thessaly on elective courses related with the Conservation and upgrading issues in modern Greek 
Architecture and with the Museology and Architecture.  Recently, she was part of the teaching team at the 
Advanced Architectural and Urban Design Workshop “Islands of Difference- Athens”, conducted under the 
auspices of the Urban Strategies Postgraduate Program of the University of Applied Arts Vienna (2014) 
and she was host tutor (unit 1 & unit 5) on the International Urban Design Master Class “Volos in the 
Extremes” organized by Urban Transcripts (2013).  
As an architect, she was part of the team “Nikiforidis/Cuomo office” that was awarded on the architectural 
competition “Rethink Athens” (2013/ “Special Mention”). She collaborated in the museological and 
museographical curation of the architectural exhibition “Thessaloniki 1912-2012 A Hundred Years of 
Architecture”, which was hosted in Athens (2012) and in Thessaloniki (2013).  
Her research interests focus on the upgrading issues of architecture in the urban context, the 
transformation and evolution of urban features of the post-war cities through urban strategies and 
architectural typologies, and on the digital mechanisms of visualizing research data in the field of 
architecture.  
 
Kiki Deliousi 
Architect, MSc Environmental Design and Engineering 
Kiki is an architect and environmental design consultant specialized in bioclimatic architecture, ecological 
materials and construction. She holds a postgraduate degree, MSc Environmental Design and Engineering 
from the Bartlett Graduate School (U.C.L., 2010). In 2007, she graduated from the School of Architecture 
in Thessaloniki (Polytechnic School, A.U.Th.). As an Erasmus-Socrates exchange student she attended the 
Institut Superieur d’ Architecture Saint-Luc in Brussels (2004). Based in Thessaloniki, Greece, she is 
currently working as a freelancer on a wide range of projects, from private residences and touristic 
accommodation, to public buildings and open spaces. 
A sustainability enthusiast, Kiki always implements environmental design principles and energy efficiency 
measures to various types of projects. Her main focus is to further develop her knowledge and expertise, 
through personal research and collaboration with other professionals and scientists, so as to link the 
theory of environmental design with practice at both the building and urban design sectors. 
Since 2006 she has been attending various design and construction workshops, she has been giving 
lectures on environmental design at meetings and international conferences and has had research articles 
published. As a partner (2007-2012) of the nonprofit company for the research, promotion and 
dissemination of renewable energy resources applications & ecological architecture, "Anelixi", she was 
involved in the organization of public events and she led the bioclimatic architecture research and design 
team, providing design and consultancy services, analyzing the theory and co-authoring a bioclimatic design 
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principles manual. In 2012, she co-tutored the "Bioclimatic Design & Sustainable Construction" course, in 
the context of the National educational program addressed to engineers who aim to qualify as Certified 
Permanent Energy Assessors. As an environmental consultant she has developed and modeled 
environmental and energy efficiency strategies, advising municipalities on public buildings' retrofitting and 
public open spaces' microclimate upgrade projects. 
 
Nikos Karagiannis 
Architect 
Nikos graduated the school of Architecture of Thessaloniki in 2008, and since then he has been working on 
several team projects around Thessaloniki and Ioannina. The main themes were urban design, public space, 
housing, and restoration of constructions. The matters of sustainability and environmental design were of 
primary focus. 
In 2013, he took part in two architectural competitions concerning the public space in Greek cities. The 
goal of the first one, under the title “Re-think Athens”, was to redesign the city-center of Athens in terms of 
environmental and sustainable design. The second one, focused on redesigning a historical square in 
Thessaloniki taking under consideration monumental, contemporary, and environmental criteria.      
Currently, he runs his own Architectural Office still collaborating with other professionals, emphasizing on 
the research of designing and building methods based on the idea of sufficiency. In this context, he 
participates in numerous workshops and seminars on the benefits of new technologies as well as those of 
traditional methods. 
 
Antonia Mavroudi 
Architect, MSc Adaptive Architecture and Computation, UCL 
Tonia after gaining experience in architectural offices in Thessaloniki and London, she is practicing 
architectural as an independent architect in Thessaloniki, Athens and Halkidiki Greece. She holds a Diploma 
in Architecture and Engineering from the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, a Masters in the Built 
Environment in Adaptive Architecture and Computation from the Bartlett school of Architecture (University 
College London), a Post Graduate Certificate in Architecture Computing and Design from the University of 
East London and she is completing her studies in Business Administration (executive MBA) at International 
Hellenic University in 2014. Tonia is currently collaborating with other professionals and experts for urban, 
landscape and architectural projects and project management in private and public sector.  
She is a founding member of Open House Greece and the program coordinator of Open House Athens and 
Open House Thessaloniki events. Tonia was a member of the Standing Committee on Architecture of the 
Technical Chamber of north central Greece, for 2010-2013, working on organizing events and 
conferences in the fields of architecture and urban planning and advising municipalities on urban 
development strategies and competitions. 
 
Mouratidou Panagiota 
Architect A.U.Th. (2007) – Landscape Architect MLA A.U.Th (2011) , PhD Candidate A.U.Th. 
Department of Architecture. 
Freelance architect, awarded in national and european architectural and design competitions (1st  award 
in the european architectural competition ‘Park regeneration in the site of Pallourokampos in Latsia’, 1st 
award in the architectural ideas’ competition ‘Thessaloniki x 4’, 2nd award in the national architectural 
competition ‘Regeneration of the axis Axeiropoiitos- Agia Sofia of Thessaloniki’s Municipality’, 3rd award in 
national industrial design competition INART), publications (i.e. a) Doudoumi A., Mouratidou P., ed. 
Ananiadou- Tzimopoulou M., (2008), “The water in urban landscape’s architecture”, ZHTH, Thessaloniki, b) 
Ananiadou-Tzimopoulou M., Mouratidou P., “Urban landscape projects towards the restoration of city’s 
environment – The proposal for Thessaloniki. International Fair”, Protection and restoration of the 
environment ��, International conference, Thessaloniki, 3-6/7/2012), published work and participation in 
architectural exhibitions. At the moment occupied with architectural and landscape architectural projects, 
decoration and 3d design. Member of TCG/SCM’s Commission of Architectural Issues since 2011, 
funding member of the non-profit organisation Open House Greece (2012), laboratory associate of the 
Technological Educational Institute of Serres- Faculty of Fine arts and Design- Interior architecture, 
Decoration and Design.  
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Yiannis Mitropoulos 
Architect,MBA with Distinction - Nottingham Trent University 
Yiannis studied and worked in Oxford and London as architect, as Assistant Lecturer at Oxford Brookes & 
Westminster Universities, as well as co-developer of 3D software for architectural representations. 
Since 2004, he lives and works in Greece (Thessaloniki & Athens), with primary focus in architectural 
design and construction of private and public buildings. He has designed and/or supervised 40+ realized 
projects in Greece and the Balkans. He is a member of the Technical Chamber of Greece and the 
Association of Architects, being actively involved in the publication of the Association’s Architectural 
magazine. He has participated in a number of architectural competitions, earning 1st and 2nd prizes and is 
involved in tutoring CAD design and technical seminars. 
Selected samples of his work have been published in British architectural magazines and exhibitions, and in 
Greek publications and websites. Parallel to his primary occupation, he is currently pursuing his research 
interests in urban architectural history and is also running part-time a gaming software company. 
 
 
Eleni Papanikolaou 
Architect, MSc 'Planning, Development and Urban Environmental Planning' 
Eleni is a Thessaloniki based architect. She studied Architecture at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
(2000-2006) and completed her postgraduate studies, entitled 'Planning, Development and Urban 
Environmental Planning', at the University of Thessaly, in 2010.  
As an independent professional since 2008, she has been involved with various types of architectural 
projects, including a co-operation with the Research Committee of Aristotle University for the project 
"PROSPELASIS - Accessibility for disabled people in the Byzantine monuments of Thessaloniki". 
She has been teaching Architectural	  Design and Composition since 2006. In the last four years, she also 
teaches at the Department of Interior Architecture and decoration of TEI of Central Macedonia. Nowadays, 
she is co-owner and tutor of the Art and Design school “Grammi: line”, in Thessaloniki.   
Professionally and academically, her main interest is the development of design tools in a scale between 
Architectural and Urban design, creatively utilising the knowledge and the ideas emerging from the variety 
of arts and sciences, and from the new technologies as much for research and as for educational 
purposes.  
 
Kalliopi Tsiota 
Architect [AUTh], MA Housing & Urbanism [AA] 
Kalliopi received her diploma in architecture-engineering from the School of Architecture of the Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki, having also attended a semester - with the Erasmus exchange program - at the 
University of Portsmouth completing the diploma studio 'Architecture and Coastal Cities: A Masterplan for 
Eastbourne'. She holds an MA in Housing and Urbanism from the Architectural Association School of 
Architecture in London, receiving a scholarship from Bodossaki Foundation. She's participated in various 
workshops, collaborated with people from many different parts of the world, worked in Dublin and London 
mainly on housing projects, and is currently doing freelance working on projects of various scales. 
Projects - context-related to this upcoming Urban Design Master Class - she's worked on are 'Lea Valley as 
a case for industrial urbanity' and 'Nangang: Urbanising Industrial Innovation'. The latter was developed in 
collaboration with the Graduate Institute of Architecture of National Chiao Tung University in Taiwan, and 
the research won a grant from Taipei City government. Her thesis 'Urban Regeneration and the Creative 
Industries' received a distinction, and it reflects her interest in developing urban potentials to achieve a 
responsiveness to network formation in such a way for the creative industries to start participating in the 
urban transformation. Additionally, she's particularly interested in the public realm and the use of 
workspace as a tool for re-qualification of an area. 
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